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Dedication
To those who are navigating the fast-paced  
world of social media, where thoughts are  
often condensed into characters and hashtags. 

This book is for you—those eager to enhance  
your language skills and discover the beauty  
of expression. 

May you embrace the adventure of expanding  
your vocabulary and find joy in the power of words. 

Remember, your voice matters, and words  
can change the world.
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Words 
DO

Matter!
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Here are simple instructions  
to improve your vocabulary:

Review the word list: Start by looking at the 
list of new words and their definitions.

Understand context: Pay attention to how 
these words are used in the story to see their 
meanings in action.

Refer Back: Keep the word list with  
definitions handy so you can easilly  
check them whenever needed.

Practice Regularly:  Use the words in  
your own sentences to reinforce your  
understanding.

By following these steps, you’ll enhance  
your vocabulary effectively!
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Today, we’re diving into a topic that might not seem super 
exciting at fi rst—vocabulary. But trust me, it’s more 

important than ever, especially in our fast-paced world fi lled 
with AI and social media. With emojis replacing words and 
abbreviations taking over our texts, it’s easy to see how we 
might be losing touch with the power of language. 

People today are often bombarded with messages that can 
sometimes feel overwhelming or even dumbed down. But 
here’s the thing: words are not just tools for communication; 
they’re keys to understanding the world around us. A rich 

The Value of Vocabulary in The Value of Vocabulary in 
an Ever Changing Worldan Ever Changing World
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vocabulary allows you to express your thoughts clearly, 
connect with others on a deeper level, and unlock new ideas 
and perspectives. 

That’s why I’m excited to present “Moore Words.” In this 
session, we’ll explore fun stories that are packed with hidden 
meanings and vivid imagery. You’ll learn how the right words 
can transform a simple tale into a powerful narrative. Whether 
you’re writing an essay, chatting with friends, or scrolling 
through your feed, enhancing your vocabulary will empower 
you to share your thoughts and stories more effectively. 

So, let’s embark on this journey together and discover the 
importance of words in our lives. I hope you enjoy the stories 
and find inspiration to expand your own vocabulary. Let’s get 
started!

Regards,

R. Lee Moore, Sr.
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Alacrity: Cheerful readiness, promptness, or 
willingness.

Benevolent: Well-meaning and kindly; charitable.

Censorious: Severely critical of others; inclined to 
criticize.

Dichotomy: A division or contrast between two 
things that are represented as being opposed or 
entirely diff erent.

Ebullient: Cheerful and full of energy; exuberant.

Fecund: Capable of producing an abundance of 
off spring or new growth; fertile.

Moore Words used in Moore Words used in 
the following stories:the following stories:

• Moore Words: The Experience 
• Malcolm's Dream Adventure  
• The Road to Opportunity

SHORT STORIES
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Germane: Relevant to a subject under consideration; 
appropriate.

Hapless: Unfortunate or unlucky.

Impecunious: Having little or no money; 
impoverished.

Judicious: Having, showing, or done with good 
judgment or sense.

Knavery: Dishonest or unscrupulous behavior; 
trickery.

Languid: Weak or faint from illness or fatigue; slow 
and relaxed.

Mendacious: Not telling the truth; lying.

Nonchalant: Feeling or appearing casually calm and 
relaxed; not displaying anxiety.

Opulent: Ostentatiously rich and luxurious or lavish.

Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something 
regularly; an inclination.

Quagmire: A soft boggy area of land that gives way 
underfoot; a complex or hazardous situation.
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CAPTIVATING STORIES

Reproach: To address someone in such a way as to 
express disapproval or disappointment.

Sanguine: Optimistic or positive, especially in an 
apparently bad or diff icult situation.

Tantamount: Equivalent in seriousness to; virtually 
the same as.

Untenable: Not able to be maintained or defended 
against attack or objection.

Vociferous: Vehement or clamorous; expressing 
opinions or feelings loudly and forcefully.

Wistful: Having or showing a feeling of vague or 
regretful longing.

Xerophytic: Able to withstand dry conditions; 
drought-resistant.

Yen: A strong desire or craving.

Zealot: A person who is fanatical and 
uncompromising in pursuit of their religious, 
political, or other ideals.
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Moore Words:
The Experience

MOORE WORDS: THE EXPERIENCE

In the bustling offi  ce of One Creative Mind, the air buzzed 
with the gentle hum of typing and the occasional laughter 

breaking through the monotony of daily tasks. Among the sea 
of cubicles sat Deborah, a bright-eyed coworker known for her 
ebullient enthusiasm and passion for literature. 

Today, she was particularly animated, clutching a copy of 
Moore Words,. Volume 1 in her hand as though it were a prized 
possession.

“R. Lee!” she called out, her voice bubbling with excitement 
as she spotted the author himself at the coff ee machine. “You 
have to hear about this story I just read!”

R. Lee, a modest man in his late sixties with an easygoing 
demeanor, turned, a smile spreading across his face. “Deborah! 
I’m always up for a good story. What’s got you so worked up?”
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“It’s the one about the urban kids on their fi rst day of 
summer!” she exclaimed, practically bouncing on her heels 
with alacrity. “Th ey explored the city, and it was so relatable! I 
felt like I was right there with them.”

“Ah, the magic of urban adventures!” R. Lee nodded, leaning 
against the counter as he poured himself a cup of coff ee. 
“What did you fi nd most captivating?”

Deborah’s eyes sparkled. “Th e way you wove in vocabulary 
words throughout the narrative! It was like a treasure hunt. 
Every time I stumbled upon a bold word, I couldn’t help but 
look it up in the glossary at the beginning. It felt eff ortless!”

“Exactly!” R Lee said, his enthusiasm matching hers. “Th at’s 
the aim of Moore Words—to enrich vocabulary in a fun, 
engaging way. Kids often see learning as a chore, but when it’s 
embedded in a story, it becomes an adventure.”

“Right!” Deborah replied, her voice rising with excitement. 
“And the defi nitions are right there, so it’s not overwhelming. 
It’s education without the fl ashcards, like you said on your 
website. Plus, it’s a benevolent approach to learning; you’re 
doing something kind for readers.”

R. Lee chuckled, “Yes, I’ve never been a fan of fl ashcards 
either. I wanted to create something that felt natural and 
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enjoyable. And let’s be honest, who doesn’t want to read about 
kids having fun in the city?”

“Right? And it’s not just for kids! Adults can benefi t too,” 
Deborah added, her tone playful. “I mean, I learned a few new 
words myself. Who knew ‘expedition’ wasn’t just reserved for 
explorers?”

R. Lee laughed, “Exactly! It’s a word that can describe a trip 
to the grocery store if you’re feeling adventurous enough. ‘Join 
me on my expedition to pick up some milk’ has a nice ring to 
it, don’t you think?”

“Ha! I can hear it now,” Deborah said, grinning. “Next 
time I go shopping, I’ll be sure to announce my expedition 
to everyone in the produce aisle. Just don’t let anyone be 
censorious about my choices!”

“Just don’t forget to take notes on the vocabulary you 
discover there,” R. Lee teased, raising an eyebrow. “You might 
fi nd ‘bananas’ or ‘avocado’ worthy of bolding!”

MOORE WORDS: THE EXPERIENCE

Ebullient: Cheerful and full of energy; exuberant.

Alacrity: Cheerful readiness, promptness, or willingness.

Benevolent: Well-meaning and kindly; charitable.

Censorious: Severely critical of others; inclined to criticize.
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“Or ‘ridiculously overpriced organic kale!’” Deborah shot 
back, both bursting into laughter. “But seriously, I think adults 
often shy away from expanding their vocabulary because they 
think it’s too late or too diffi  cult. Your book makes it accessible, 
and it feels like a journey rather than a lesson.”

“Th at’s the goal!” R. Lee said, feeling a warm sense of 
satisfaction. “If we can inspire a love for words at any age, 
then we’ve succeeded. I want readers to feel empowered, not 
intimidated. Words are tools for expression, and the more you 
have in your toolkit, the richer your communication becomes.”

Deborah nodded earnestly. “And it’s not just about the 
words themselves. It’s about understanding the culture, the 
context, and the stories behind them. You’re not just teaching 
vocabulary; you’re connecting people to experiences.”

“Exactly!” R. Lee said, feeling a surge of pride. “Every story 
is a window into a diff erent world. Th e more we explore, 
the more we learn. And when we face challenges—like the 
dichotomy between urban and rural experiences—it’s crucial 
to understand both sides.”

As they continued their conversation, the laughter and 
camaraderie between them fi lled the air, embodying the very 
essence of Moore Words. It was a blend of education and 
entertainment, a reminder that learning could be as joyous 
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as any adventure. Deborah felt a proclivity for diving deeper 
into these narratives, eager to uncover more words and their 
meanings.

“I just loved the stories of the family who traveled to 
diff erent cities,” Deborah remarked. “Soaking in the historical 
landmarks and famous sites of each place they visited caused 
me to feel as if I was right there with them. And what an 
education! I can’t wait to go to some of those restaurants they 
mentioned.”

“Imagine if we could use this in classrooms!” she said 
excitedly. “Teachers could assign these stories, and students 
could discuss the characters’ hapless adventures while learning 
new vocabulary. It’s so germane to their lives!”

R Lee nodded thoughtfully. “Absolutely. When students can 
relate to characters and their journeys, they’re more likely to 

MOORE WORDS: THE EXPERIENCE

Dichotomy: A division or contrast between two things that 
are represented as being opposed or entirely diff erent.

Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; 
an inclination.

Hapless: Unfortunate or unlucky.

Germane: Relevant to a subject under consideration; 
appropriate.
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remember the words and their meanings. And let’s be honest, 
who doesn’t want to read about kids having fun in the city?”

“Not to mention,” Deborah continued, “it could help combat 
the languid feeling that often comes with traditional study 
methods. Kids would be more engaged!”

“Right! It’s all about making learning feel less like a quagmire
and more like an adventure,” R. Lee said, a smile on his face.

“Exactly! And the way you portray these urban experiences 
is so fecund; it’s like a garden of ideas just waiting to fl ourish 
in young minds.”

R. Lee chuckled, “Th ank you! It’s all about creating a space 
where ideas can grow, free from any mendacious infl uences 
that might mislead them.”

Languid: Weak or faint from illness or fatigue; slow and 
relaxed.

Quagmire: A soft boggy area of land that gives way 
underfoot; a complex or hazardous situation.

Fecund: Capable of producing an abundance of off spring or 
new growth; fertile.

Mendacious: Not telling the truth; lying.
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Deborah’s eyes lit up. “And the humor in the stories! It’s not 
all serious—there’s a light-heartedness that makes learning 
enjoyable. It’s so refreshing!”

“Indeed,” R. Lee replied. “Humor can disarm even the 
most vociferous critics of educational materials. If you can 
make someone laugh, they’re more likely to engage with the 
content.”

As their conversation deepened, Deborah felt a wistful
longing for more stories, more adventures, and more words. 
“I can’t wait to dive into the next volume. I have a yen for 
more of these delightful experiences! Especially stories of the 
traveling family. Gives me great insight to some cities I’d like 
to visit.”

“Me too!” R. Lee said with a smile. “Your feedback is 
invaluable, and it’s readers like you who inspire me to keep 
writing. Together, we can keep expanding our horizons, one 
story at a time.”

MOORE WORDS: THE EXPERIENCEMOORE WORDS: THE EXPERIENCE

Vociferous: Vehement or clamorous; expressing opinions or 
feelings loudly and forcefully.

Wistful: Having or showing a feeling of vague or regretful 
longing.

Yen: A strong desire or craving.
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And with that, the two continued their lively exchange, their 
enthusiasm echoing through the offi  ce, a testament to the 
magic of Moore Words. Th e world of vocabulary was opening 
with every page they turned, inviting them both to journey 
further into the enchantment of language and storytelling.

Th e story conveys several 
important lessons:

The Joy of Learning: Learning can be fun and 
engaging when it’s integrated into enjoyable 
narratives, making vocabulary acquisition feel like 
an adventure rather than a chore.

Accessibility of Education: Education should 
be accessible to all ages. Th e book’s approach 
encourages both children and adults to expand 
their vocabulary without intimidation.

Connection through Stories: Stories can connect 
people to experiences and cultures, enriching 
their understanding of language and its context.

ARC ONLY
Th e story conveys several ARC ONLY
Th e story conveys several ARC ONLY

important lessons:ARC ONLY
important lessons:ARC ONLY
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MOORE WORDS: THE EXPERIENCE

Engagement in Education: Relatable characters 
and their adventures can make lessons more 
memorable, fostering greater engagement in 
learning.

The Power of Humor: Incorporating humor into 
educational materials can disarm critics and make 
learning more enjoyable, encouraging readers to 
engage with content.

Encouragement and Inspiration: Feedback from 
enthusiastic readers can motivate authors and 
creators to continue producing enriching content, 
emphasizing the collaborative nature of learning 
and creativity.

The Value of Exploration: Exploring new words and 
ideas can open up new perspectives, encouraging 
curiosity and a lifelong love of learning.

Overall, the dialogue between Deborah and R Lee 
highlights the importance of creativity, connection, 

and enjoyment in the learning process. 
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MALCOLM’S DREAM ADVENTURE

Malcolm’s Dream
Adventure

Malcolm, the kitten who became King, had spent countless 
hours observing the world from his favorite perch on 

the windowsill. His servant, Rashidi, a somewhat hapless yet 
benevolent gray haired man, would come and go, his routine 
punctuated by the opening and closing of the white front door. 
“Today is the day to see beyond the white door,” Malcolm 
decided, an ebullient spark igniting within him. With a swift 
fl ick of his tail, he resolved to seize the moment.

Hapless: Unfortunate or unlucky.

Benevolent: Well-meaning and kindly; charitable.

Ebullient: Cheerful and full of energy; exuberant.
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 As Rashidi swung the door open to check the mail, 
Malcolm bolted past the crack, his paws silent on the wooden 
fl oor. He dashed down the makeshift steps and slid under 
the parked car in the driveway, his heartbeat quickening with 
excitement. Th e fresh air outside smelled of adventure, and he 
felt a proclivity for exploration. He peeked out, scanning the 
yard and the neighboring lands, determined to make the most 
of his newfound freedom.

After a few cautious moments, he emerged from his hiding 
spot. Th e yard was a strange mix of sounds—birds chirping, 
squirrels chattering, and the distant barking of a vociferous
dog. Malcolm’s whiskers twitched with anticipation as he 
darted toward the fence, his heart racing. He had heard tales 
of the neighbor’s chained dog, a brutish creature known for its 
fi erce disposition. But Malcolm was nonchalant; he had no 
intention of being caught.

Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; 
an inclination.

Vociferous: Vehement or clamorous; expressing opinions or 
feelings loudly and forcefully.

Nonchalant: Feeling or appearing casually calm and 
relaxed; not displaying anxiety.
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MALCOLM’S DREAM ADVENTURE

Quagmire: A soft boggy area of land that gives way 
underfoot; a complex or hazardous situation.

Fecund: Capable of producing an abundance of off spring or 
new growth; fertile.

Wistful: Having or showing a feeling of vague or regretful 
longing.

Opulent: Ostentatiously rich and luxurious or lavish.

Judicious: Having, showing, or done with good judgment or 
sense.

With a swift leap, he hopped over a bush and into the 
neighbor’s yard. It was a complex quagmire of scents and 
sights, a fecund paradise for an adventurous cat. He spotted 
a couple of squirrels scampering about and chasing them, 
convinced they were oversized kittens. Th e squirrels, however, 
were much quicker and more adept at climbing trees, darting 
up the trunks with practiced ease, leaving Malcolm staring up 
wistfully.

In his pursuit, he stumbled upon a group of neighborhood 
cats lounging atop a sun-warmed shed. Th ey were a mixed 
bunch—some with opulent fur coats that glistened in the 
sunlight, others with the more rugged appearance of streetwise 
wanderers. One particularly judicious gray cat, the obvious 
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leader named Th or, welcomed him with a fl ick of his ear. 
“You’re new here. What brings you to our territory?”

 “I’m on an adventure!” Malcolm replied, his excitement 
bubbling forth. “I want to see everything!”

Th e cats exchanged glances, their expressions a mix of 
amusement and camaraderie. Each introduced themselves 
with an approving chirp, a winsome pat on the shoulder or a 
playful nip.

Th or is a robust and muscular feline, standing tall with a 
powerful presence that commands attention. His fur is a deep, 
rich gray, resembling storm clouds, while his striking blue eyes 
glow like lightning in the night sky. With a broad chest and 
strong limbs, Th or embodies strength and nobility, making 
him the undeniable leader of the group. He walks with a regal 
gait, his tail held high, exuding confi dence. When he speaks, 
his voice is a low rumble, echoing the thunder that shares his 
name. Th or is not just a protector; he is a guardian, always 
ready to defend his friends against any danger that may lurk 
in their adventurous escapades.

Raven is a sleek, jet-black cat, her silhouette often blending 
seamlessly into the shadows. Her piercing green eyes glimmer 
like emeralds in the dark, refl ecting an intelligence and cunning 
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that sets her apart. She moves with the grace of a whisper, each 
step calculated and silent, embodying the mysterious nature 
of her namesake. She was known as the mistress of knavery. 
With a coat that glistens under the moonlight, Raven is a 
master of stealth, often scouting ahead during their adventures. 
Her quick wit and keen instincts make her a valuable ally, as 
she is always thinking several steps ahead. Intriguing and 
mysterious, Raven holds secrets that only the bravest of her 
companions dare to uncover.

Bandit is the typical trickster, sporting a coat of soft grays 
and whites adorned with a distinctive mask pattern around 
his bright eyes. His agile frame allows him to dart in and out 
of tight spaces, making him nearly impossible to catch. With 
a mischievous glint in his eye, Bandit is always concocting 
new schemes and playful antics, whether it’s stealing a snack 
from the kitchen counter or leading his friends on a wild 
chase through the garden. His playful nature is infectious, 
encouraging the others to join in the fun. Despite his antics, 
Bandit has a heart of gold, always ready to lend a paw when 
his friends are in need, proving that even the slyest of cats can 
be loyal and brave.

MALCOLM’S DREAM ADVENTURE

Knavery: Dishonest or unscrupulous behavior; trickery.
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Blaze is a fi ery orange tabby, his coat a brilliant display of 
warm hues that seem to fl icker and dance like fl ames. With 
intense amber eyes that spark with enthusiasm, he is the 
embodiment of energy and fearlessness. Blaze is always on 
the move, darting around with the speed and intensity of a 
wildfi re, never hesitating to leap into action at a moment’s 
notice. His adventurous spirit often leads the group into 
thrilling escapades, whether it’s scaling the highest fence or 
diving into the deepest bushes. Blaze’s boundless enthusiasm 
is not just about speed; it’s about the joy of exploration, 
inspiring his friends to embrace their own adventurous spirits.

Viper is a sleek, silver cat whose elegance is matched only by 
her sharp instincts. Her hypnotic green eyes hold a dangerous 
allure, reminiscent of a serpent ready to strike. She glides 
through her surroundings with a fl uid grace, every movement 
deliberate and precise. Viper is always alert, her senses fi nely 
tuned to detect any potential threat or opportunity. Beneath 
her poised exterior lies a fi erce protector, willing to defend her 
companions with a swift, calculated response. She possesses a 
unique blend of beauty and danger, captivating those around 
her while keeping her true intentions close to her chest. In 
moments of peril, Viper’s cunning, and resourcefulness shine, 
proving that she is as formidable as she is enchanting.
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MALCOLM’S DREAM ADVENTURE

Th ey took Malcolm under their wings—or rather, paws—
leading him on a tour of their domain. Th ey explored the shed, 
which was fi lled with forgotten treasures: old toys, half-eaten 
food containers, and an assortment of knick-knacks. It was a 
treasure trove of saved household items, each item holding a 
story whispered among the cats.

As they ventured further, Malcolm soon discovered that the 
humans in the back were not as benevolent as they seemed. 
When he and his new friends ventured too close, the humans 
emerged with treats and cooing voices, attempting to capture 
them with kindness. Th e mere thought of being caught left 
Malcolm feeling trapped in an untenable situation. He 
darted away, chased by the vociferous calls of the humans, 
and climbed a tree with surprising agility, his heart pounding 
with both fear and exhilaration. Viper was close behind for 
protection.

Benevolent: Well-meaning and kindly; charitable.

Untenable: Dishonest or unscrupulous behavior; trickery.

Vociferous: Vehement or clamorous; expressing opinions or 
feelings loudly and forcefully.

Dichotomy: A division or contrast between two things that 
are represented as being opposed or entirely diff erent.
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From their high perch, they could see the entire 
neighborhood. Th e view was breathtaking, a dichotomy of 
tranquility and chaos below. Malcolm spotted the blue jays, 
their feathers bright against the sky, and decided to chase them, 
thinking of them as fair game. However, the birds proved to be 
elusive, darting away with a squawking cacophony that echoed 
through the air.

After several attempts, Malcolm gave up his pursuit, landing 
softly on the ground. He rejoined his new friends, who were 
now lounging in the sun, their earlier energy replaced by a 
languid calm. “You’ll get used to the blue jays,” Viper said with 
a chuckle. “Th ey’re tricky, but it’s good practice!”

As the sun began to set, Malcolm realized it was time to 
head home. Raven the sleek, jet-black cat, off ered to walk him 
back. “It’s easy to get lost in the excitement,” she said, her voice 
warm and inviting. “I’ll show you the way.”

Together, they navigated through the yards, avoiding the 
watchful eyes of humans. Malcolm felt a sense of gratitude 
toward Raven and his new friends, their camaraderie bringing 
him comfort. But as they neared his home, he felt a pang 
of sadness. Would he have to leave this world of adventure 
behind?
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Languid: Weak or faint from illness or fatigue; slow and 
relaxed.

Reproach: To address someone in such a way as to express 
disapproval or disappointment.

Just as they reached the front of his house, he spotted Rashidi 
again, this time with the late delivered Amazon package in 
hand, oblivious to the escapades of the day. Malcolm crouched 
low, waiting for the right moment. With a fi nal glance back 
at Raven, he bolted toward the door. Th e small opening was 
just wide enough for him to squeeze through, and he slipped 
inside as Rashidi closed the door behind him.

“So there you are, Malcolm! Where have you been?” Rashidi 
inquired, a reproachful tone lacing his words, though his eyes 
sparkled with amusement.

Malcolm settled onto the couch, stretching luxuriously. 
Th e warmth of home enveloped him, and he closed his eyes, 
allowing himself to drift into a peaceful slumber. But just as 
he began to dream of his adventures, he was jolted awake by 
the sound of the front door opening once more. It was mid 
morning again and Rashidi was back, checking the mail.

Malcolm blinked, his heart sinking. Had it all been an 
elaborate dream? Th e adventures, the friends, Th or, Raven, 

MALCOLM’S DREAM ADVENTURE
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Bandit, Blaze and Viper, the thrill of exploration—all gone 
in an instant. He stared at Rashidi, who had no idea of the 
escapades that had transpired in his absence. Malcolm sighed, 
a wistful longing fi lling him. It was really a dream adventure. 

Perhaps tomorrow, he thought, as he settled back into his 
familiar spot on the couch, he would once again muster the 
alacrity to explore the world beyond the white door.

Wistful: Having or showing a feeling of vague or regretful 
longing.

Alacrity: Cheerful readiness, promptness, or willingness.
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Th e story of Malcolm off ers 
several valuable lessons:

Courage to Explore:  Malcolm’s decision to venture 
outside teaches the importance of stepping 
out of one’s comfort zone and embracing new 
experiences. Adventure often lies beyond familiar 
boundaries.

Friendship and Camaraderie: Th roughout 
his journey, Malcolm makes new friends who 
support and guide him. Th is highlights the 
value of companionship and the joy of forming 
connections with others.

Embracing Change: Th e story illustrates the 
bittersweet nature of change. While Malcolm 
enjoys his adventures, he also faces the reality of 
returning home. Accepting change and fi nding 
joy in both new experiences and familiar comforts 
is crucial.

MALCOLM’S DREAM ADVENTURE
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Curiosity and Learning: Malcolm’s quest for 
exploration refl ects the importance of curiosity 
and the desire to learn about the world. Engaging 
with new environments can lead to personal 
growth.

Imagination vs. Reality: In the end, Malcolm’s 
adventures turn out to be a dream, reminding 
readers that imagination can be a powerful tool 
for exploration, even if it doesn’t always refl ect 
reality.

Th ese lessons resonate with young readers, encouraging 
them to embrace curiosity, friendship, and the balance 

between adventure and safety in their own lives.
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THE ROAD TO OPPORTUNITY

Steven and Curtis had been scrolling through their 
Facebook feeds when they stumbled upon an intriguing 

ad: a business opportunity in Chicago that promised the 
chance to work remotely from St. Louis after an initial training 
period. Excitement coursed through them as they read about 
the potential to break into the entrepreneurial world without 
uprooting their lives.

“Imagine starting something new, and we can do it from 
home!” Steven exclaimed, his eyes wide with enthusiasm.

“Yeah, but we must decide quickly. Th ey want us to start 
training in a month if we accept,” Curtis replied, a hint of 
anxiety creeping into his voice. “What if it doesn’t work out?”
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Languid: Weak or faint from illness or fatigue; slow and 
relaxed.

Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; 
an inclination.

Xerophytic: Able to withstand dry conditions; drought-
resistant.

“Come on, don’t be languid about this! We’ve always talked 
about wanting to do something big,” Steven encouraged.

After a quick discussion, they sent in their applications, 
fueled by a shared proclivity for adventure and a desire for 
fi nancial independence.

With their futures hanging in the balance, they decided to 
hit the road to clear their heads. Curtis fi red up his trusty 1999 
Ford Taurus, and they set off  toward Chicago, embracing the 
uncertainty of the journey ahead.

As they drove through the Midwest, the vast landscape 
unfolded around them, dotted with xerophytic plants—prickly 
pear cacti and hardy shrubs resilient against the dry conditions. 
Th e radio played a mix of classic rock, and the car was fi lled 
with their animated discussions about what the business could 
mean for them.
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Suddenly, the GPS lost connection, leaving them navigating 
the sprawling mid-western terrain with only the horizon as 
their guide. “Great, we’re lost,” Curtis sighed, gripping the 
steering wheel tighter.

“Not lost, just on an adventure!” Steven replied, trying to 
keep the mood light.

After some time, they spotted a small diner nestled between 
two towering cacti. “Let’s stop here for a bite,” Curtis suggested, 
relieved to have a break from driving. Th ey were within an hour 
from their destination and decided to freshen up there.

Inside the diner, the air was thick with the aroma of coff ee 
and frying bacon. Th e walls were adorned with vintage photos, 
and a jukebox played soft country tunes in the background. 
Th ey settled into a booth, feeling a wave of comfort washing 
over them.

As they perused the menu, a young man with wild hair and 
an infectious smile approached their table. “Hey there! I’m 
Zeke,” he said, extending a hand. “Mind if I join you?”

“Sure, the more the merrier,” Curtis replied, gesturing to the 
empty seat across from them.

THE ROAD TO OPPORTUNITY
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Zeke slid into the booth, his energy instantly lifting their 
spirits. “What brings you guys out here? You look like you’re 
on a serious road trip!”

“We’re headed to Chicago to explore a business opportunity,” 
Steven explained, excitement creeping into his voice. “We just 
sent in our applications for a remote training program.”

“Chicago? Th at’s where dreams come true!” Zeke exclaimed, 
his enthusiasm palpable. “You’ve got to stay sanguine about it. 
If you keep a positive mindset, you can make anything happen.”

Curtis raised an eyebrow, intrigued. “You really believe that?”

“Absolutely! But remember, it’s also about integrity. You can’t 
let anyone’s mendacious claims dissuade you. Stay focused on 
your goals,” Zeke replied, his eyes sparkling with conviction.

Sanguine: Optimistic or positive, especially in an apparently 
bad or diff icult situation.

Mendacious: Not telling the truth; lying.

Zealot: A person who is fanatical and uncompromising in 
pursuit of their religious, political, or other ideals

Tantamount: Equivalent in seriousness to; virtually the 
same as.
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THE ROAD TO OPPORTUNITY

At that moment, the diner owner, a stout man with a warm 
smile, approached their table. “I couldn’t help but overhear. 
Zeke here is one of the best. He’s got a knack for seeing 
opportunities where others don’t.”

With the owner’s endorsement, they felt a surge of 
confi dence. “Alright, Zeke, we could use your help,” Steven 
said. “How about you join us on our journey to Chicago? After 
our meeting we’ll bring you back here.”

“Count me in!” Zeke replied, his enthusiasm unwavering. 
“Let’s make this an adventure to remember!”

After fi nishing their meals, they climbed back into the 
Taurus, Zeke settling into the backseat. As they drove, Zeke 
shared stories of his past—how he had faced challenges and 
turned them into opportunities. His passion was infectious, 
and the car fi lled with laughter and inspiration.

“Every challenge can be turned into an opportunity,” Zeke 
said, his voice steady. “It’s all about perspective. You must be a 
zealot for your goals!”

Curtis nodded, feeling the weight of their uncertain journey 
lift. “You really believe that?”

“Absolutely! Just because we might not have much money 
doesn’t mean we can’t create something valuable. Th e right 
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mindset is tantamount to success,” Zeke replied, his eyes 
shining with determination.

Th e noonday sun shined brightly through the thin clouds. 
As they approached their destination, they consulted their 
GPS which was right on point, claiming, “You have reached 
your destination..” Zeke volunteered to wait in the lobby of the 
corporate building while the two were directed to the elevator 
to meet with the business managers.

“Welcome! I hear you’re interested in the business. I’ve been 
waiting for someone with a vision,” she said, “and the fortitude 
to embark on this journey without hesitation. We look for 
people like you.”

Hours later, after an in-depth discussion and some 
negotiations, the deal was almost sealed. Th e owner was 
impressed with their ideas and enthusiasm, and Steven and 
Curtis felt a mix of excitement and disbelief.

“Before you go, I want you to know that this opportunity can 
lead to something truly opulent if you work hard,” she said. 
“Th e corporation you’ll be training with will help you expand 
right from St. Louis.”

Once downstairs in the lobby, Curtis turned to Zeke, 
gratitude fl ooding his voice. “We couldn’t have done this
without you, man. You’ve been incredible!”
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Zeke smiled, his demeanor calm and collected. “Just 
remember, stay sanguine, and keep your focus sharp. Every 
dollar counts, but it’s your passion that will drive your success.”

As they stood together, the glow of the setting sun behind 
them, they realized how fortunate they had been to meet 
Zeke. What had started as a journey through uncertainty 
had transformed into a promising adventure, all thanks to the 
serendipity of a chance encounter.

“Let’s hit the road again,” Steven said, excitement bubbling 
in his voice. “We’ll start training in a month back in Chicago. 
Zeke thanks again for coming along and encouraging us. ”

And with that, they climbed back into the Taurus, ready 
for whatever lay ahead, united in their dreams and the spirit 
of adventure. Th e road stretched out before them, full of 
possibilities, and together they embraced the journey with 
open hearts, ready to face the challenges and opportunities that 
awaited them.

THE ROAD TO OPPORTUNITY

Opulent: Ostentatiously rich and luxurious or lavish.

Sanguine: Optimistic or positive, especially in an apparently 
bad or diff icult situation.
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Th e story conveys 
several important lessons:

Embrace Opportunity: Taking risks and seizing 
opportunities, like responding to the Facebook ad, 
can lead to signifi cant changes in life. Embracing 
uncertainty can open doors to new adventures.

Positive Mindset: Maintaining a sanguine 
outlook, even in challenging situations, can 
help individuals navigate diffi  culties and stay 
motivated. Optimism can transform obstacles 
into opportunities.

Integrity Matters: Th e importance of honesty 
and integrity is highlighted. Recognizing and 
rejecting mendacious claims helps build trust and 
credibility in business and personal relationships.

Collaboration and Support: Th e value of teamwork 
and support from others is emphasized. Zeke’s 
contribution showcases how collaboration can 
lead to better outcomes and shared success.
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Adaptability: Being fl exible and willing to adapt 
to new circumstances, like navigating without 
GPS, is crucial for overcoming challenges and 
fi nding new paths.

Focus on Goals: Staying focused on long-term 
goals, even when faced with setbacks, is essential 
for achieving success. A clear vision can guide 
decisions and actions.

Learning and Growth: Every challenge is an 
opportunity for growth. By learning from 
experiences and seeking advice from others, 
individuals can develop the skills and mindset 
needed for success.

Hard Work Pays O� : Th e story reinforces that 
success often requires hard work and dedication. 
Th e path may be diffi  cult, but perseverance can 
lead to rewarding outcomes.

Overall, the narrative illustrates that with a positive attitude, 
integrity, and a willingness to collaborate, individuals can 

navigate life’s uncertainties and achieve their dreams.

THE ROAD TO OPPORTUNITY
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Abundant: Existing in large quantities; plentiful.

Benevolent: Kind and generous.

Crapulous: Sickness caused by excessively eating or 
drinking.

Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.

Eccentric: Unconventional or slightly strange.

Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.

Garrulous: Excessively talkative, especially about trivial 
matters. 

Harmony: A pleasing combination of diff erent things, 
often sounds or ideas. 

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.

Jubilant: Feeling or expressing great joy and triumph.

Vocabulary Words for Vocabulary Words for 
the following stories:the following stories:

• Hot Fun in the Summertime 
• A Pleasant Shopping Surprise
• The Heart of Kentucky
• To the Beach and Back



37

ARC ONLY

Kaleidoscope: A tube with mirrors and colored glass 
that creates changing patterns. 

Luminous: Emitting or reflecting light; glowing. 

Magnanimous: Generous or forgiving, especially 
toward a rival or less powerful person.

Notorious: Famous for something bad.

Obscure: Not clearly understood or expressed.

Pensive: Deep in thought, often in a serious or 
melancholy way.

Quaint: Attractively unusual or old-fashioned. 

Resilient: Able to recover quickly from diff iculties.

Serene: Calm, peaceful, and untroubled.

Tangible: Capable of being touched or felt; real and 
concrete.

Ubiquitous: Present or found everywhere.

Vivid: Producing strong, clear images in the mind.

Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  

Xenophobia: A fear or dislike of foreigners or strangers. 

Yearn: To have a strong desire or longing for something.  

Zealous: Full of enthusiasm or passion.

SHORT STORIES
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HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

It’s early morning in the inner city where four friends, bound 
by the trials of urban life, were ready to embrace the carefree 

days of summer. Jamarion, Tyrell, Malik, and Kaliyah had a 
plan—a summer of adventure, friendship, and a sprinkle of 
purpose.

Jamarion, tall and strong, with muscles that seemed to 
ripple beneath his skin. He was the leader of the group, 
always pushing them to be their best. Jamarion had a knack 
for bringing everyone together, and his undeniable resilience 
shone through every challenge they faced.

Th en there was Tyrell, the jokester. His facetious remarks 
could lighten any mood. With a knack for making fun of the 

39

Hot Fun in the 
Summertime

Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.
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day's little mishaps and his friends’ quirks, Tyrell was the glue 
that held their laughter together. His jovial spirit was infectious, 
and his laughter echoed through the streets, making even the 
grumpiest of neighbors crack a smile.

Malik was the brainiac of the group, often seen with a book 
in hand. His thick glasses perched on the bridge of his nose, he 
was diligent in his studies and always off ered tangible advice 
when needed. His friends often teased him about being a 
“nerd,” but they knew they could always count on him for help 
with their homework.

Lastly, Kaliyah, the only girl in the group, was a whirlwind 
of energy. With hair that danced in the breeze and a smile 
that could light up the darkest alley, she was the best dancer 
around and a basketball phenom. Her athletic prowess was 
impeccable; she could sink a three-pointer from the half-court 
line and break into a zealous dance move without missing a 
beat.

A Mall Adventure

Jamarion led the crew as they made their way to the local 
mall. His quick wit often kept the mood light and today was 
no exception. “I bet I can dunk on all of you by the end of 
summer,” he joked, his eyes sparkling with mischief.
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“Sure, if by ‘dunk’ you mean just barely touching the rim,” 
Tyrell shot back, his infectious laughter echoing through the 
concrete jungle. Th e boys loved to rib each other, but their 
camaraderie was as solid as the pavement beneath their feet.

Kaliyah walked beside them, her smile luminous and capable 
of outshining the sun. “You guys are ridiculous,” she said, 
shaking her head. “Let’s focus. We have the whole summer to 
fi gure out what we’re doing.”

“Man, I hope this summer ain’t just us sittin’ around, wastin’ 
time,” Jamarion said, his long strides eff ortlessly covering 
ground. His athletic frame made him the natural leader, but 
it was his quick wit and sharp instincts that kept the crew 
together.

Tyrell laughed. “You say that now, but watch—you gonna be 
the fi rst one sleepin’ till noon every day.”

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.

Tangible: Capable of being touched or felt; real and concrete.

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.

Zealous: Full of enthusiasm or passion.

Luminous: Emitting or reflecting light; glowing. 
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“Not this time,” Malik interjected, adjusting his glasses. 

He always had a book in hand and today was no diff erent. “I 
was reading about how helping others actually boosts your own 
happiness. We should do something meaningful this summer.”

Kaliyah, dribbling an imaginary basketball as she walked, 
perked up. “Like what? Don’t say volunteer at a library, Malik. 
You know Jamarion and Tyrell barely read past text messages.”

“HEY!” Jamarion and Tyrell objected in harmony.

Malik smirked. “I was thinking about the elderly in our 
neighborhood. Some of them can’t cut their grass or clean their 
homes like they used to. What if we help them out?”

Kaliyah nodded. “Yeah! And we could put their trash out for 
free or do grocery runs. My neighbor, Miss Th elma, ain’t been 
out much since her hip replacement.”

Jamarion snapped his fi ngers. “We could even read to the 
ones who can’t get out. I know Mr. Jenkins loves old detective 
books.”

As they approached the mall entrance, the automatic doors 
whooshed open, welcoming them with a cool embrace. Inside, 
they quickly spotted three familiar faces from school—Trent, 
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Maya, and Donovan—leaning against the rail near the food 
court.

“What up, crew?” Trent called out, dapping up Jamarion. 
“Y’all look like you plottin’ on somethin’.”

“We are,” Malik replied. “We’re thinking about using the 
summer to help out the elderly—yard work, house cleaning, 
grocery shopping, reading to shut-ins.”

Maya’s eyes widened. “Th at’s actually dope. My grandma is 
always struggling with her garden. Y’all got room for me?”

“Of course!” Kaliyah beamed. “Th e more, the better.”

Tyrell grinned. “Aight, but fi rst, I need to feed my face. 
Anybody else wanna get a slice?”

Minutes later, they sat in the food court, scarfi ng down 
pepperoni pizza and sipping on thick milkshakes. Th e 
conversation bounced between summer plans, basketball 
rematches, and Trent’s latest obsession with obscure conspiracy 
theories.

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Harmony: A pleasing combination of diff erent things, often 
sounds or ideas. 

Obscure: Not clearly understood or expressed.
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“I’m just saying,” Trent insisted between bites, “they didn’t 
tell the truth about the moon landing.”

“Here he go,” Tyrell groaned.

“Bruh, you always saying more than you know,” Malik 
muttered. “Stick to what you actually know, for a fact.”

“And by the way, you keep scarfi ng that pizza you might 
become crapulous!”

“Crapulous? What’s that, some kind of fancy word from your 
books?” Tyrell laughed.

“Yeah, it means being sick from eating too much,” Malik 
replied, adjusting his glasses. “And in this heat, we don’t want 
that.”

Everyone laughed, and the easy teasing continued as they 
polished off  their food. After that they debated where they 
wanted to go next; to the community pool, the neighborhood 
basketball court, or the library to take advantage of the air 
conditioning.

Crapulous: Sickness caused by excessively eating or 
drinking.

Abundant: Existing in large quantities; plentiful.
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“Let’s hit the basketball court fi rst and show everyone how 
it’s done,” Tyrell suggested, his competitive spirit igniting.

� e Basketball Court

Th e crew made their way to the nearby outdoor basketball 
court, where the sun poured down in warm, abundant waves. 
As they arrived, they spotted a rival group already shooting 
hoops. Jamarion’s competitive instincts kicked in. “Let’s 
challenge them to a game of 21. I have a feeling we can take 
them.”

“I’ll show you all how it’s done,” Kaliyah declared, her 
confi dence shining bright. She was as skilled as any player on 
the court, often outshining the boys.

Kaliyah, as usual, dominated. She dribbled past her opponent 
with lightning speed, faked out another, and sank a clean three-
pointer.

“Girl, you're cold!” Jamarion said, shaking his head.

“Y’all better recognize,” Kaliyah smirked.

Th e game was fi erce, bodies crashing, sneakers screeching. 
Kaliyah was unstoppable, draining three-pointers, slicing 
through defenses, leaving Javonte’s crew in a state of 

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME



MOORE WORDS FROM A-Z                                        VOLUME 1

46

ARC ONLY

confusion. By the time the score hit 21-14, the rivals had to 
admit defeat.

“We'll get you next time, though,” Javonte promised.

“Yeah, yeah,” Jamarion waved him off .  “Another time.”

Th ey left the court victorious, sweat dripping, hearts 
pounding with euphoria.

“Can we get a rematch?” one of the rival players asked as they 
left the court, panting and defeated.

“Maybe another time, not today” Jamarion replied with a 
grin, enjoying their victory. Th ey high fi ved each other, jubilant
in their triumph.

Malcolm Lee
As they strolled away from the court, Kaliyah spotted a   

well-groomed stray cat lounging against the wall, its fur a mix 
of black and brown stripes. “Hey, look!” she exclaimed, her 
voice rising with excitement. “It’s a stray cat!”

Th e others followed her gaze, and there it was—with striking 
green eyes, sitting with an air of dignity that seemed almost 

Jubilant: Feeling or expressing great joy and triumph.
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regal. Kaliyah approached cautiously, her heart swelling with 
aff ection. “He looks dignifi ed. And look, his name tag says his
 name is Malcolm Lee!”

Tyrell chuckled, “Malcolm Lee? Like the basketball player 
from UCLA and the Timberwolves?”

“Exactly! And he looks like he’s got stories to tell,” Kaliyah 
said, kneeling down to get a better look at the cat. “Come here, 
buddy!” She extended her hand, and the cat shifted slightly, his 
eyes narrowing with curiosity.

As she reached to pet him, Kaliyah’s demeanor changed. 
“You know, I’ve always had a cat. His name was Joshua. He 
was with me since I was born.”

Maya raised an eyebrow, intrigued. “Really? Tell us about 
him.”

Kaliyah smiled, a bittersweet expression crossing her face. 
“Joshua was a mouser—kept our house rodent-free. He 
was more like a dog than a cat, honestly. He followed me 
everywhere, did tricks for treats, and would snuggle up on the 
couch whenever I felt down. We were inseparable.”

Donovan nodded, clearly invested in her story. “Th at’s 
awesome. So, what happened to him?”

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME



MOORE WORDS FROM A-Z                                        VOLUME 1

48

ARC ONLY

Kaliyah’s smile faltered as she recalled the memories. “He 
lived to be 17 years old. But over time, he developed chronic 
kidney disease. It was hard to watch him struggle. One day, my 
dad took him to the animal ER, and they said it was time… to 
put him to rest. It was merciful, but it broke my heart.”

Tears welled in Kaliyah’s eyes as she spoke, the pain of loss 
still fresh. “Th at’s why I want to take Malcolm Lee home. I feel 
like he needs someone to love him, just like I loved Joshua.”

Donovan and Trent exchanged glances, understanding the 
weight of her words. Maya was deeply moved, quickly turning 
her head to hide the tear welling up in her eye. “I get it,” 
Donovan said softly. “Sometimes, animals can fi ll a space in 
our hearts that nothing else can.”

Kaliyah wiped away a tear and looked back at the cat, who 
was now stretching lazily against the wall. “He looks like he 
could use a good home. Maybe we can take him to the vet fi rst, 
make sure he’s okay.”

“Th at cat probably got fl eas, rabies, and a whole crime record,” 
Jamarion warned. “Besides, his tag has a phone number on it. 
We should call his owner and let him know we found him.”

“Or just leave him alone to fi nd his way back home. I bet this 
isn’t his fi rst trip to the hood,” remarked Donavan.
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After some debate—and an intervention from Malik, who, 
with great wisdom, pointed out that Kaliyah’s mom would not 
be accommodative to a random street cat.

Kaliyah sighed, realizing they were right. She stood up, 
giving Malcolm Lee one last scratch. “Alright, but I’m coming 
back for you if you’re still here. Stay safe out here, King,” she 
told him as they left.”

� e Local Pool

Th e noon day sun was beating down on the young crew 
as they traveled through the neighborhood. It was especially 
stifl ing after that intense game of basketball.

“Man let’s hit the pool,” Donovan suggested, wiping sweat 
from his forehead.

Th e idea met with a chorus of agreement, and soon they 
headed toward the local community pool, eager to cool off .

When they arrived, disappointment hit them like a wave. A 
large sign on the gate read:

POOL CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE DUE 
TO CONTAMINATION

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME
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A city worker stood nearby, talking to a group of concerned 
residents.

“What happened?” Kaliyah asked.

Th e worker sighed. “Water’s been contaminated. Turns 
out the pharmaceutical plant up the road has been dumping 
chemicals that seeped into the water supply. It ain’t safe.”

Jamarion clenched his jaw. “Th at ain’t right.”

Malik nodded solemnly. “It’s reckless. Nobody thinks about 
the consequences until people start getting sick.”

Tyrell exhaled. “Guess we gotta fi nd another way to cool off .”

“Let’s head to the library,” Malik suggested, adjusting his 
glasses. “It’ll be cooler in there, and we can fi nd some books 
to read.”

Jamarion raised an eyebrow. “Th e library, bro? We burning 
up, not writing essays.”

Malik smirked. “It’s got air conditioning, and we can 
brainstorm ideas for our business while we cool off .”

Tyrell groaned dramatically. “Man, why you always tryna 
make us learn?”
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“Well, for one thing it will help him not to be so garrulous, 
always talking loud and saying nothing.”

Kaliyah nudged him. “Because he got a brain, and you should 
try using yours sometime.”

Laughter erupted among the group as they turned and 
headed toward the library.

As they continued walking and playfully ribbing each other, 
a police car slowed beside them. Th e window rolled down, 
revealing Offi  cer Ben Mobley’s familiar face.

“What y’all up to?” he asked.

“Just chillin’,” Trent shrugged. “Heading to the library,” 
Malik added.

Offi  cer Ben nodded with approval. “Listen, I know y’all good 
kids, but summer’s when people get caught up in dumb stuff . 
I’m organizing some rec center events— basketball, movie 
nights, and mentorship programs. Y’all should come through. 
I could use your help.”

Kaliyah smiled. “S.L.A.P. - Th at Sounds Like A Plan.”

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Garrulous: Excessively talkative, especially about trivial 
matters. 
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“Yeah, we’ll check it out,” Donovan added.

Offi  cer Ben was one of the few police offi  cers they respected. 
He knew their names, their families, their struggles. He was 
always benevolent when it came to the community he served. 
Before he pulled off , he reminded them, “Stay outta trouble. It 
ain’t worth it.”

� e Library Escape

With the library in sight, they all rushed to be the fi rst 
through the doors. Th e library was a welcome refuge from the 
blistering heat. As they stepped inside, the cool air wrapped 
around them like a refreshing wave. Th e scent of old books 
and fresh ink fi lled the air, and the soft hum of whispers and 
turning pages set a calm atmosphere.

Th e library was quiet, a stark contrast to the city’s usual noise. 
Rows of bookshelves stretched out like a garden maze, inviting 
exploration. 

As they wandered through the aisles, they ran into Mr. 
Robinson, their former teacher, who was perusing the latest 
novels.

“Ah, the summer crew!” he greeted them. “What brings you 
here?”
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“We’re just trying to escape the heat, Mr. Robinson,” 
Kaliyah replied.

“Smart choice. Stay cool and keep those brains active,” he 
advised. “What have you all been up to?”

“Playing basketball and saving stray cats,” Tyrell said, 
grinning.

“Make sure you’re also reading. It’s essential to keep your 
minds sharp,” Mr. Robinson encouraged before turning back 
to his books. 

“In fact, let me recommend a book by one of my favorite 
authors, R. Lee Moore, Sr. It’s entitled Th ink Feel Speak Write 
Do, 2.0. A path toward realizing your purpose.”

He continued giving a brief synopsis, “Th e book is in the 
next aisle, the self-help section. He shares the idea that if you 
think, feel, speak, and write, diligently, what you DO will 
happen with ease. You can live a fulfi lling life as God created 
you to live, with purpose.”

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Benevolent: Kind and generous.

Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  

Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.
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Th e crew agreed unanimously, “Th anks Mr. Robinson, we’ll 
check it out.” Th ey moved quickly through the aisles and fi nally 
spotted a large table with enough chairs to seat all of them.

“So, about this summer project,” Maya said, twirling a pen 
between her fi ngers. “How do we start?”

“We gotta be judicious,” Malik replied. “We can’t just jump 
in without a plan. We should make a list of people who need 
help and organize a schedule.”

“Alright, Professor Malik,” Jamarion said as they found a 
table in the corner. “Break it down. What kind of business we 
talkin’?”

Malik tapped his chin. “Well, we got skills. We could start a 
service. Something people in the neighborhood actually need.”

Kaliyah snapped her fi ngers. “Like helping the elderly. Some 
of them struggle with yard work, groceries, or even reading 
their mail.

Donovan nodded. “Yeah, my grandma don’t like using no 
apps for grocery delivery. She’d rather have somebody she 
trusts do it.”

Tyrell leaned back in his chair. “So what? We tryna be a 
bunch of butlers now?”
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Maya shot him a look. “Nah, genius. We’d be doing something 
meaningful, making money and helping out at the same time.”

Malik opened his notebook and started jotting things down. 
“We could mow lawns, run errands, do house cleaning. Even 
babysitting if we trust each other not to let a kid set the house 
on fi re.”

Jamarion chuckled. “Th at sounds legit. But we need a name.”

Tyrell sat up suddenly. “Yo! What about Th e Working Crew?”

A few nods of approval went around the table.

“It’s catchy,” Donovan admitted.

“Sort of professional, but still us,” Kaliyah added.

Malik scribbled it down. “Alright, let's decide later. Jamarion 
grinned. “Th is is starting to feel real.”

Malik looked up; his expression serious. “Because it is real. If 
we do this right, we’re not just making money—we’re setting 
up something that could actually grow.”

Jamarion nodded. “And we should talk to Offi  cer Mobley 
and the community center. Maybe they got a list of folks who 
need assistance.”

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME
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Kaliyah grinned. “We really doing this, huh?”

Tyrell, being facetious put a hand to his chest. “My heart is 
full, y’all. I’m about to cry real tears.”

“Shut up,” Kaliyah laughed, swatting him. 

“But seriously crew, people are going through a lot more 
than we can imagine. And that’s why we gotta do what we 
can,” Kaliyah said. “Not just for the elderly but for anyone who 
needs it.”

After hashing out more details, the group left the library, 
excitement buzzing between them. Everyone nodded in 
agreement. Th eir summer wouldn’t be wasted. It would be one 
to remember.

By the time they left the library, the day was getting cooler. 
As they walked home, they felt lighter, not just from the cool 
air but from the weight of purpose settling over them.

Jamarion looked at his friends. “Th is summer gonna be 
diff erent. We ain’t just gonna let it pass by. We gonna do 
something real.”

Tyrell draped an arm over his shoulder. “Yeah, yeah. But let’s 
be clear—I still want to see you dunk.”
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Laughter fi lled the early evening air as they continued down 
the street, ready to make their summer count.

� e Bodega Shop

After leaving the library, they stopped at Delroy’s bodega. As 
expected, his fat, lazy cat was notoriously sprawled across the 
loaves of bread.

“Every time, bruh,” Tyrell sighed.

Delroy, the eccentric Jamaican store owner, laughed 
from behind the counter. “Dat cat work ‘arder dan all o’ you 
combined.”

Jamarion chuckled. “Man, that cat is a lazy co-worker Delroy. 
He don’t do nothin’ but block the food.”

“You tink so?” Delroy’s thick accent was almost musical. 
Dismissing the previous comment, he continued. “Back in 

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.

Notorious: Famous for something bad.

Eccentric: Unconventional or slightly strange.
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Kingston, we had to fi ght for opportunity. You lucky to be born 
here, mi friend. America still da land of dreams, if yuh willing 
to work.”

Malik, always skeptical, asked, “You really believe that?”

“Of course, young man! But you can’t be a fool. Yuh must be 
diligent, work ‘ard, and never let no man din yuh vision.”

Th ey left with their sweet treats, honey buns and orange 
soda, the weight of Delroy’s wisdom hanging in the air.

Tyrell stretched. “Man, I still say we shoulda stayed at the 
mall.”

Kaliyah rolled her eyes. “You just wanna look at sneakers.”

� e Neighborhood Strip Mall

As they walked back through the neighborhood, they passed 
a strip of Black-owned businesses. A barber shop, a bakery, a 
clothing boutique, a small tech repair store; from high tech to 
quaint —each one thriving in its own way. 

“Black-owned,” Kaliyah said. “Every store. One day, I want 
us to have our own business here.”
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“Th at would be awesome!” Malik agreed, his mind racing 
with ideas. “We could do something related to our community 
service, like a tutoring center or an arts program.”

“Or a sports camp!” Jamarion suggested, his eyes lighting up 
at the thought. “We could help kids learn basketball and stay 
off  the streets.” 

“Yeah,” Donovan said. “Th e Working Crew, expanding to 
something even bigger.”

Kaliyah smirked. “And I bet I’ll be the CEO.”

Tyrell shook his head. “Not if I get to the top fi rst.”

Jamarion draped an arm over both their shoulders. “How 
about we just get started fi rst? We got a business to build.”

Th ey all agreed. Th e summer heat still pressed down on them, 
but now, it didn’t feel so unbearable. Th ey had a yearning for 
business. Th ey had a plan. Th ey had each other. And that was 
enough to make anything possible.

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.

Quaint: Attractively unusual or old-fashioned. 

Yearn: To have a strong desire or longing for something.  
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� e Pastor’s Wisdom

Just a few steps away, they encountered Pastor H.W., who 
had recently retired from Alpha Temple Church of God. His 
presence was serene and inviting, and he radiated a peaceful 
wisdom. “You kids are doing great things. Let me know if I can 
be of any assistance. Just remember to help one another and 
always keep your heads up.”

“We will, Pastor,” Kaliyah said, her voice fi lled with sincerity. 
“Th ank you for believing in us.”

"I'll be praying for you," Pastor remarked as he departed.

As they left the pastor, the weight of his words hung in the 
air, a reminder of the community’s support surrounding them.

Kaliyah’s House

Kaliyah’s parents weren’t home, which meant they had the 
kitchen to themselves. “Let’s cook something for dinner,” 
Kaliyah suggested.

“Are you serious? We can’t cook!” Tyrell exclaimed; his eyes 
wide.
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“Come on, it’ll be fun! I can show you how to make my 
mom’s baked chicken and rice, and her famous okra stew,” 
Kaliyah encouraged.

With a mixture of enthusiasm and trepidation, the boys 
agreed. Th ey scoured the kitchen for ingredients, and soon the 
aroma of baked chicken and rice, okra, corn, and onion-tomato 
stew fi lled the air.

“I didn’t know you could cook like this,” Malik said, 
impressed. "You are amazing."

Kaliyah smiled. “Just wait until you taste it. And please don’t 
eat until y’all become crapulous,” she said with a chuckle.

As they plated the food, the laughter and jokes fi lled the 
air, enjoying their time as “the crew.”  Th ey didn't hesitate 
passing the bowls of food for seconds, obviously enjoying every 
morsal.

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Serene: Calm, peaceful, and untroubled.

Crapulous: Sickness caused by excessively eating or 
drinking.

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.
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After dinner, they tackled the dishes, their teamwork 
impeccable. “Th is is actually kind of fun,” Tyrell admitted, 
drying the plates with a grin.

After their culinary adventure, they settled down in Kaliyah’s 
living room for a movie night. “Top Gun 2” Kaliyah announced, 
her eyes gleaming.

A Moment of Truth

“Can’t wait to see all the planes and stuff ,” Tyrell said, leaning 
back on the couch. 

“Is this another guy fl ick?” Maya inquired with slight 
disapproval.

“Nah, you’ll love it,” Donovan encouraged. 

As the movie played, the action scenes kept them on the 
edge of their seats. Th ey laughed and cheered, the bonds of 
their friendship strengthening with every shared moment.

But amidst the excitement, a more delicate tension brewed 
beneath the surface.

“Hey, Kaliyah,” Malik said, suddenly serious. “Can I tell you 
something?” Kaliyah curiously turned, “What’s up?”
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“I… I think you’re really cool. Like, more than just a friend,” 
Malik admitted with extreme shyness, his cheeks turning a 
deep shade of red.

“Oh boy,” Jamarion whispered to Tyrell, who stifl ed a laugh.
Kaliyah’s eyes widened. “You mean, like…?”

“Yeah, like, you know… like,” Malik confessed. “I think I 
might be into you.”

“Wow. Th at’s… a lot to take in,” Kaliyah said, her heart 
racing. “But I think you’re awesome too, Malik.”

A Proud Evening

Just then, Kaliyah’s parents, Richard, and Mary, walked in, 
their faces lighting up at the sight of their daughter and her 
friends. “What’s going on here?” Richard asked with a grin.

“Just cooking dinner and watching a movie,” Kaliyah replied, 
although seemingly pensive, in light of the lastest conversation.

Mary looked around, proud of how the kids had taken care 
of everything. “You all did a wonderful job. We’re proud of 
you.”

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Pensive: Deep in thought, often in a serious or melancholy 
way.
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As they shared stories of their day, laughter fi lled the room, 
a reminder of how far they had come in such a short time. Th is 
was just the beginning of their summer—a kaleidoscope of 
adventures, challenges, and growth.

� e Summer Ahead

It became time for the crew to go to their various homes. 
As they walked together for several blocks, they continued 
sharing their thoughts about the day. Th ey knew they had 
the whole summer ahead, fi lled with possibilities. With plans 
to volunteer, start a community business, and explore their 
feelings for one another, the days stretched out before them 
like a blank canvas, waiting to be painted with experiences.

“Let’s make this summer the best one yet,” Maya declared, 
her eyes shining with determination.

“Agreed,” the boys echoed, their voices harmonizing in a pact 
of friendship and adventure. And as they said their goodbyes 
and settled in their homes for the night, the stars twinkling 
outside, they knew this was only the beginning of a journey 
that would shape their lives forever.

Kaleidoscope: A tube with mirrors and colored glass that 
creates changing patterns. 
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Th e story conveys several important 
lessons:

Value of Friendship: Th e characters learn that 
true friendships endure despite life’s changes 
and challenges. Th ey commit to supporting 
one another, emphasizing the importance of 
connections.

Living in the Moment: Th e narrative stresses 
the signifi cance of enjoying the present. Th e 
characters embrace the fl eeting nature of summer, 
reminding readers to cherish experiences as they 
happen.

Making Smart Choices: Th rough the interactions 
with Offi  cer Mobley, the story highlights the need 
to make wise decisions, especially during carefree 
times. It teaches that fun should not come at the 
expense of safety and integrity.

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME

Th e story conveys several important 
lessons:
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Balance Between Fun and Responsibility:
Th e characters enjoy their summer while also 
acknowledging the importance of education and 
personal growth. Th ey learn that it’s possible to 
have fun while still being mindful of their future.

Support from the Community: Th e presence 
of fi gures like Mr. Johnson, Delroy and Offi  cer 
Mobley shows the importance of community 
support. It teaches that guidance from adults can 
help youth navigate challenges and make positive 
choices.

Overall, the story emphasizes the beauty of youth, 
the importance of relationships, and the balance between 

enjoying life and preparing for the future.



Carmen glanced at the clock, its hands creeping toward the 
hour. “Marcia, it’s time to go!” she called out, her voice 

echoing through the house. She could hear her daughter’s 
typical whining response from her bedroom.

“Do we have to? It’s just food shopping, Mom!” Marcia 
replied, her tone a mix of annoyance and boredom.

Carmen sighed, feeling the weight of her daughter’s 
apathy. At seventeen, Marcia had an insatiable appetite for 
independence, but Carmen longed for moments where she 
could share her world with her daughter. “Yes, we do! Trust 
me, it’ll be more fun than you think.”

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE

A Pleasant Shopping 
Surprise

67
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Carmen stood in the bright, bustling supermarket, scanning 
the produce section with a trained eye. Her 17-year-old 
daughter, Marcia, walked slowly beside her, juggling a few 
large avocados in her hands. "Mom, why do we have to do this 
every week?" Marcia sighed, rolling her eyes. "It's just so dull. 
Can't we just get takeout or something?"

Carmen turned, a benevolent smile on her face. "Shopping 
isn’t just about fi lling the cart, Marcia. It’s an opportunity to 
learn." Her words were candid, refl ecting her genuine desire 
to connect with her daughter. "Here, let me show you how to 
pick the best ones." She gently took an avocado from Marcia 
and squeezed it lightly. "You want it to be fi rm but slightly give 
under pressure. See?"

Marcia watched; her interest piqued just a little. "Okay, but 
it still feels like a waste of time," she said, her tone slightly less 
dismissive. "What’s the point?"

Carmen's eyes sparkled with a luminous light, and she took 
a moment to gather her thoughts. "It’s not just about food. It’s 
about our family history. Let's wander through the aisles and 
I’ll tell you about our roots." 

"You know," Carmen started, her voice rich with nostalgia, 
"when I was your age, we didn’t have the luxury of this 
supermarket. We relied on local markets for everything. 
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My mother taught me how to cook traditional dishes, like 
notorious empanadas and old-fashioned arepas. Th e fl avors 
enhance our family's legacy."

Marcia listened, her boredom slowly fading as she glanced at 
the colorful packaging. "So, what did you make?"

"Ah, we had an abundant array of meals, from tamales to 
sancocho. Each dish had its place in our family gatherings." 
Carmen's enthusiasm was apparent, her passion palpable. 
"Each recipe tells a story, just like our lives."

With that, they moved toward the Goya aisle, and Carmen 
began sharing stories that had been woven into the fabric of 
their family.

“Here we are in the Goya aisle where we’ll fi nd our family 
history”, Marcia explained.

“Goya? Isn’t that just a brand for beans and stuff ?” Marcia 
asked.

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE

Benevolent: Kind and generous.
Luminous: Emitting or reflecting light; glowing. 
Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  
Notorious: Famous for something bad.
Abundant: Existing in large quantities; plentiful.
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“Yes, but it’s so much more than that! Goya Foods is actually 
one of the largest Hispanic-owned food companies in the U.S. 
It was founded in 1936 by a couple named Prudencio and 
Carolina Unanue,” Carmen explained.

“Wow, that’s a long time ago! What makes Goya special?” 
Marcia becoming more interested.

Carmen replied, “Th ey focus on authentic fl avors and quality 
ingredients. Th eir products refl ect traditional Latin American 
and Caribbean cuisines, which is why they’re so popular in 
many households, not just Hispanic ones.”

“So, it’s like a bridge to diff erent cultures through food?” 
remarked Macia.

“Exactly!” Carmen exclaimed. Th ey off er a wide range of 
items, from beans and rice to sauces and seasonings. If you 
want to make a traditional dish, Goya is usually a go-to brand.”

Marcia said, “I’ve seen their black beans and adobo seasoning 
at home. I thought Goya was some small quaint company for 
old-fashioned Hispanic recipes. I didn’t realize it was such a 
big deal.”

Carmen thrillingly said, “Yes! And they also engage in a 
lot of community support initiatives. Goya often promotes 
cultural heritage and education, which is really admirable.”
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Marcia said, “Th at’s cool. I appreciate that they’re giving 
back. It makes me feel better about buying their products.”

Carmen replied. “Exactly! Plus, the quality is fantastic. It’s a 
shame that those who have xenophobia will never experience 
this great company. We are privileged to know and use their 
products when we cook. It really makes a diff erence in the 
fl avors.”

Marcia continued down the aisle, following her mom, who 
began to share stories of her childhood in South America. “We 
used to make traditional meals with Goya ingredients. Your 
grandmother’s empanadas were legendary. Th ey were fi lled 
with ground beef, olives, and spices that would dance on your 
palate.”

“Sounds... tasty?” Marcia replied, trying to show some 
interest. “But why do we have to shop for them? Can’t we just 
buy frozen ones?”

Carmen smiled, recognizing a hint of a challenge in Marcia’s 
voice. “Cooking is about more than just food; it’s about 
connection. When you prepare a meal, you’re weaving together 
memories and fl avors. Each ingredient has its own story.”

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE

Quaint: Attractively unusual or old-fashioned. 
Xenophobia: A fear or dislike of foreigners or strangers. 



MOORE WORDS FROM A-Z                                        VOLUME 1

72

ARC ONLY

Marcia noticed the passion in her mother’s voice, a kernel of 
excitement starting to sprout in her own heart. “Okay, I get it. 
But what’s next? Are we going to fi nd the secret to life in the 
spice aisle?”

Carmen laughed, “You never know! But fi rst, let’s grab some 
coff ee.” Th ey made their way to the coff ee aisle, and Carmen 
stopped in front of the Colombian coff ee section. “Th is brings 
back memories. I remember the entire process: planting the 
coff ee beans, nurturing them, harvesting, roasting, and fi nally 
grinding them for the perfect pour-over.”

Marcia raised an eyebrow, intrigued but still skeptical. "And 
what’s the deal with coff ee? It’s just coff ee, right?"

Carmen laughed, a hilarious sound that drew attention from 
nearby shoppers. "Oh, my dear! It’s not just coff ee. It’s a ritual. 
Let me tell you about the journey from the farm to your cup."

“Really? I just thought you brewed it and that was it. What 
journey?” Marcia inquired.

Carmen, eager to comment, “Oh, it’s a fascinating process 
from seed to truck! It all starts with the seeds, which are planted 

Benevolent: Kind and generous.

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.
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in nurseries. Th e farmers are often quite benevolent, taking 
great care to nurture the plants from the very beginning.”

“Nurturing coff ee plants sounds nice! But how do they know 
what they’re doing?” Marcia asked.

Carmen answered, “Well, it’s no mystery, experienced 
farmers are open about their methods. Th ey know the right 
conditions for growth, including soil quality and climate. It’s 
essential for producing high-quality coff ee beans.”

 “Okay, I get that. So, after the seeds grow into plants, what’s 
next?” she asked.

Carmen continued, “Once the coff ee cherries ripen, they’re 
harvested. Th is is often a complete aff air, with families and 
friends coming together to pick the cherries by hand. It’s a 
community event!”

Marcia said, “Th at sounds fun! But is it really that important 
to pick them by hand?”

Carmen exclaimed, “Absolutely! If they don’t pick only the 
ripe cherries, it can jeopardize the quality of the coff ee. Each 
cherry needs to be at the impeccable stage for optimal fl avor.”

Marcia replied, “Got it. So, then they process the cherries, 
right?”

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE
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Carmen said, “Exactly! Th ey can use wet or dry processing 
methods. In wet processing, the cherries are fermented to 
remove the mucilage layer. Th is step is crucial because it ensures 
the beans maintain their fl avor profi le.”

“I can see how that would captivate coff ee lovers. But what 
happens after that?” Marcia asked.

Carmen answered, “After processing, the beans are dried, 
hulled, and sorted. Th en comes roasting, where the beans 
are transformed! It’s an art form that can stimulate a coff ee 
drinker’s senses with its rich aroma.”

“Wow,” Marcia commented. “I never thought about roasting 
as an art! What about packaging?”

Carmen replied, “Once roasted, the beans are packaged in 
airtight bags to keep them fresh. Th is part is just as vital; if 
they’re not packaged correctly, the fl avor can fade quickly.”

Marcia asked, “So, every step is important to ensure we get a 
good cup of coff ee?”

Carmen answered, “Exactly! It’s easy to become bored with 
the coff ee we drink every day, but when you think about all 
the care and eff ort that goes into it, it really changes your 
perspective.”
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Marcia exclaimed, “I love that! It makes me appreciate my 
coff ee even more.”

Carmen said, “And that’s the beauty of it! Each cup tells a 
story of hard work and dedication, refl ecting the journey from 
those fi rst seeds to the truck that delivers our coff ee.”

Marcia, excited with this information said, “I can’t wait to 
share this with my friends. Th ey’re going to love knowing the 
story behind their favorite drink!”

Marcia watched her mother, surprised by how animated she 
was. “I had no idea you knew so much about coff ee. You make 
it sound so... fancy.”

Carmen smiled, appreciating the compliment. “Life is full of 
art, Marcia. Even in the most obscure things, like our morning 
coff ee.”

As she explained the entire process—from planting the beans 
in the fertile soil to the meticulous harvesting, roasting, and 
fi nally grinding—Marcia could see the vivid images forming 
in her mind. "Wow, I never thought about it like that," she 
admitted, her tone shifting to something more refl ective. "It 
sounds kind of… magical, I guess."

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE

Obscure: Not clearly understood or expressed.

Vivid: Producing strong, clear images in the mind.
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Carmen beamed. "Exactly! And the smell of freshly brewed 
coff ee? Th at’s a tangible reminder of our heritage."

Just then, they spotted Julia, their neighbor, wheeling her cart 
loaded with snacks and party supplies. "Carmen! Marcia!" she 
called out, her voice cheerful. "I’m shopping for my daughter’s 
sweet sixteen. Any ideas for feeding 35 kids?"

Carmen chuckled, her previous experience bubbling to the 
surface. "Oh, I just did this for Marcia last year. You could try a 
mix of appetizers. Swedish meatballs are always a hit!"

Julia looked puzzled. "Swedish meatballs? For a South 
American party?"

Carmen laughed again, this time with a fl ippant tone. "Why 
not? Th ey’re delicious! And you can always add a cultural twist 
to them." She then shared her famous recipe, detailing the 
ingredients and cooking methods with the diligent precision 
of a master chef.

Marcia watched the interaction, realizing her mother’s depth 
of knowledge. Julia chimed in, "What about costs? Everything 
seems to be getting so expensive these days."

Carmen nodded, her expression turning pensive. "You're 
right. It’s getting harder to keep costs down. But I have this 
app that helps me fi nd deals." She pulled out her phone but 
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then hesitated. "I might need your help with it, Marcia. I’m 
still learning how to navigate it."

Marcia took the phone, her earlier resistance giving way to 
a sense of teamwork. "Okay, let’s see what we can fi nd." Th ey 
scrolled through the app together, fi nding discounts that made 
shopping feel like a fun challenge rather than a chore.

As they fi nished their conversation with Julia, who was now 
jotting down notes on the meatballs, Carmen and Marcia 
moved toward the frozen section. "I feel like this trip is actually 
turning out to be fun," Marcia admitted, a hint of surprise in 
her voice.

"See? Shopping can be an adventure," Carmen replied, her 
heart swelling with joy. "And it’s moments like these that I 
yearn for, where we can share and learn together."

After a few more aisles, they found themselves at the frozen 
food section, hunting for Swedish meatballs. Carmen pulled 

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE

Tangible: Capable of being touched or felt; real and concrete.
Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.
Pensive: Deep in thought, often in a serious or melancholy 
way.
Yearn: To have a strong desire or longing for something.  
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out her phone, checking a recipe. “I remember when we fi rst 
tried making these together. You were so little, and we made a 
mess everywhere!”

“Yeah, and you were super frustrated,” Marcia chuckled, 
remembering the fl our-covered kitchen. “I didn’t mean to spill 
everything!”

Carmen smiled softly at the memory. “But we laughed about 
it afterward. Cooking is about the experience, not just an 
impeccable end result.”

As they searched for the ingredients, including the perfect 
lingonberry sauce, Carmen pulled out her shopping app to 
check for deals. “Could you help me fi nd some discounts? I 
need to navigate this thing.”

Marcia leaned over, surprised by the complexity of the app. 
“Wow, Mom, you actually have to navigate through this like a 
video game.”

“Exactly! And we need to save every penny we can.” Carmen 
responded with a wink, feeling a sense of ������� with her 
daughter.

As they rounded the aisle to head toward the check out, 
Marcia spotted two of her classmates. "Kaliyah, Malik, 
surprised to see you two food shopping!"
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Th ey both were a little startled to see a familiar face. "Oh, hey 
Marcia," Kaliyah quickly spoke up, "Malik and I are working 
on a summer project the crew started. Our assignment is to do 
shopping for my neighbor, Miss Th elma, who recently had a 
hip replacement.”

"Th at sounds wonderful. For a minute I thought you two 
were an item, you look so comfortable together," Marcia 
remarked. "Well, keep up the good deeds and have a great 
summer you two."

As they approached the checkout, they were greeted by a 
friendly cashier, Maria, who recognized Carmen. “Hey! You’re 
from that small village near where I grew up! I remembered
our talk from months ago.”.

Maria continued her, “It’s great to see you too. How’s 
everything?”

Carmen said, “Oh, it’s been good! Although I do lament how 
the coff ee farms are changing. I hear some of the old methods 
are becoming obsolete with all the new technologies.”

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.

Harmony: A pleasing combination of diff erent things, 
often sounds or ideas. 

Obscure: Not clearly understood or expressed.
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Carmen’s eyes brightened as she chatted with the checker, 
reminiscing about their shared hometown and its fl avors. 
Marcia stood by, listening, feeling the warmth of their 
connection.

Maria replied, “I know what you mean. In La Fortuna, we 
used to have such lavish family gatherings during the harvest, 
celebrating together. Now it feels a bit more mechanical and 
less personal.”

Carmen exclaimed, “Exactly! Sometimes I feel like the 
process has become obscure, lacking the variety of experiences 
we used to have growing up.”

Maria responded, “Right? It can be disappointing when you 
think about how those vibrant community events have turned 
into something more average. It’s like everything is just... 
mediocre now.”

 “Yes!” Carmen said. “Th ose moments of gathering and 
laughter made it special. It’s sad to think that future generations 
might miss out on that.”

Maria replied, “For sure. And with the aff ected marketing 
of some brands, it seems like they focus more on impressing 

Obscure: Not clearly understood or expressed.
Zealous: Full of enthusiasm or passion.
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people than on the actual quality of the coff ee.”

Carmen, now zealous with the idea said, “Absolutely!” “I 
prefer a more authentic experience, something that’s clear and 
rooted in tradition. A good cup of coff ee should tell a story, not 
just look pretty on a shelf.”

Maria chuckled, “Well said! It’s nice to have these personal 
conversations with someone who understands. We need to 
keep sharing our experiences and memories to keep that spirit 
alive.”

“I agree!” Carmen said. “Let’s make sure we pass down those 
traditions. After all, coff ee isn’t just a drink; it’s a part of our 
heritage.”

Maria said, “Defi nitely! Let’s not wait until you do shopping 
again. Let’s organize a little coff ee tasting with the old recipes.”

Carmen really like the idea. “Th at sounds perfect! I’d love 
to do that. Th anks for the chat, Maria. It really brightened my 
day!”

Maria quickly responded, “Anytime, Carmen! Enjoy your 
day. By the way, here’s my number.”

Carmen was beaming as a result of this excursion. It turned 
out to be more than she expected.

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE
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Once their groceries were bagged and they were back in 
the car, Marcia felt a strange sense of satisfaction. “You know, 
Mom, I thought this would be a boring trip, but you made it 
kind of fun.”

Carmen beamed, her heart swelling with joy. “I’m glad to 
hear that! I love sharing these moments with you. Th ey mean 
a lot to me.”

As they drove home, Marcia looked at her mother, seeing her 
not just as a mom, but as a woman full of stories, knowledge, 
and passion. “I didn’t realize you had so much to teach me 
about food and our family. It’s really interesting.”

Carmen smiled; her heart full. “Th ere’s so much more to 
explore together, Marcia. I long for us to share these moments, 
to learn from each other.”

“I’d like that,” Marcia admitted softly, feeling a newfound 
appreciation for her mother. “Maybe we can do this again next 
week?”

Carmen’s jubilant heart soared. “Absolutely! And we can try 
making something new together. How about learning to cook 
a dish from your favorite cuisine?”

Jubilant: Feeling or expressing great joy and triumph.
Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.



83

ARC ONLY

Marcia’s eyes lit up. “Th at sounds amazing! I’ll look up some 
recipes.”

As they pulled into the driveway, Carmen felt the 
misperception of their relationship shifting positively. Th is trip 
had not just been about shopping; it had been about connection, 
learning, and rediscovering each other in a new light.

“Th anks for today, Mom. I’m looking forward to our next 
adventure,” Marcia said, her voice genuine. 

Carmen smiled; her heart full. “Me too, sweetheart. Let’s 
keep exploring together. Life is full of surprises.”

Being facetious Marcia remarked, “And I can’t wait to wear 
my heels and dress to your next pour over kitchen event.”

And with that, they began to unpack their groceries, a 
simple task that felt infused with newfound warmth and 
understanding, ready to embark on their next journey 
together—one fi lled with food, laughter, and the kind of love 
that only grows deeper with time.

Th eir journey through the supermarket had transformed 
from mundane to memorable, revealing layers of love, tradition, 
and discovery that would linger long after the groceries were 
put away.

A PLEASANT SHOPPING SURPRISE
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Here are some lessons learned from 

their supermarket adventure:

Understanding Heritage: Marcia learns to 
appreciate the rich cultural traditions associated 
with food and cooking, particularly how recipes 
have been passed down through generations.

Bonding Through Cooking: Th e experience shows 
Marcia that cooking together can strengthen 
their relationship and create lasting memories.

Adaptability: Both Carmen and Marcia recognize 
the changes in their community and traditions, 
learning to adapt and fi nd ways to keep their 
heritage alive amidst modernization.

Finding Joy in Everyday Activities: Th e adventure 
teaches both of them that even mundane tasks 
like grocery shopping can become meaningful 
and enjoyable when approached with the right 
mindset.

Th ese lessons refl ect not only personal growth for Marcia 
but also a deeper understanding and connection between 

her and her mother, Carmen.



Saturday morning in the early spring, was the kind of day 
that seemed to promise adventure. Lexington, Kentucky, 

famous for its abundant bluegrass and rolling hills appeared 
more inviting today than usual. In the Th ornhill household, 
excitement buzzed through the air as Kathy and Nate prepared 
for a family drive. Th eir three children—Lise, aged 12, Donna, 
15, and Derick, 17—were chattering eagerly about the day 
ahead.

“Are we ready yet?” Lise called from the hallway; her voice 
cheerful and full of energy. She was the youngest at twelve, her 
energy infectious as she twirled with her backpack.

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y

The Heart 
of Kentucky

Abundant: Existing in large quantities; plentiful.
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“Just about!” Kathy replied Jubilantly, her voice light with 
enthusiasm. “I’ve packed snacks, and we’ve got the cooler ready. 
Just wait till you see the horse farms and the bourbon distilleries 
along the way. I know how much you love the scenery.”

Nate chimed in, his voice commanding attention, “And 
I might even stop by Woodford Reserve. You all know it’s 
my favorite for Old Fashioneds. I can’t wait to show you the 
distillery!”

“Mom, can we see the horses?” Derick asked, leaning against 
the doorframe. At seventeen, he had a great interest for all 
things equestrian, his passion igniting with each mention of 
Kentucky’s horse culture.

“Absolutely! We’ll drive through Versailles and take in all 
the blue grass and horses. Th ere will be wonderful sights to 
remember,” Kathy assured him as she fi nished packing the last 
of the sandwiches.

As they piled into the family SUV, the excitement was 
palpable. Th e car hummed to life, and they ventured onto the 
winding roads, quaint houses, the lush landscape unfolding 
before them like a picturesque painting. Rolling hills dotted 

Jubilant: Feeling or expressing great joy and triumph.
Quaint: Attractively unusual or old-fashioned. 
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with luminous white fences welcomed them, the juxtaposition 
of nature and man-made beauty evident at every turn.

Upon reaching Versailles, they passed several distilleries, their 
impressive structures rising majestically against the backdrop 
of endless blue skies. “Look! Th ere’s Four Roses and Buff alo 
Trace,” Nate pointed out, his voice fi lled with admiration. 
“Each has its own unique story. Did you know Buff alo Trace 
is one of the oldest continuously operating distilleries in the 
U.S.?”

Th e children listened intently, impressed by their father’s 
knowledge. Donna, at fi fteen, often played the role of the 
inquisitive one. “Dad, what’s your favorite bourbon to use in 
your Old Fashioneds?”

“Ah, that’s an easy one! Woodford Reserve. Its fl avor is 
impeccable,” Nate replied, his eyes sparkling with the memory 
of countless evenings spent perfecting his cocktail skills. “Such 
a legendary bourbon.”

As they neared Louisville, the skyline emerged, a glittering 
array of buildings that signaled their arrival. Th ey parked 

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y

Luminous: Emitting or reflecting light; glowing. 
Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.
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and headed to the Muhammad Ali Center, which stood as a 
magnifi cent tribute to the boxing legend. Th e center was not 
only a museum but a place that celebrated Ali’s life and his 
commitment to social justice, capturing the essence of a truly 
historic fi gure.

As they entered the center they were intrigued by its splendor. 
“Th is place is amazing,” Derick said, his tone pensive as they 
walked through the exhibits.

“Ali was not just a fi ghter; he was a benevolent spirit who 
fought for what he believed in,” Kathy refl ected. “He even 
brought people together in this community.”

“Did you know he was born right here in Louisville?” Nate 
shared, guiding them through the exhibits. Th ey marveled at 
the interactive displays and the inspiring quotes that lined the 
walls. As they moved through the center, they couldn’t help but 
feel a sense of pride for their state’s most famous son.

“I was thinking,” Lise said, her voice cutting through the 
excited chatter, “about how Ali transformed from Cassius Clay 
to Muhammad Ali. It wasn’t just a name change; it was like he 

Pensive: Deep in thought, often in a serious or melancholy 
way.
Benevolent: Kind and generous.
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was shedding an old skin and embracing something new and 
powerful.”

“Absolutely,” Nate replied. “It was a statement about identity, 
faith, and pride. He was no longer going to be defi ned by the 
expectations of others. In a world that often tries to box you 
in, he broke free.”

“His refusal to fi ght in Vietnam was a huge part of that 
transformation, too,” Derick added. “He stood up against the 
war, facing the consequences head-on. Many people criticized 
him, but he believed his principles were more important than 
his title. Th at kind of resilience is rare.”

Kathy nodded, her thoughts aligning with her son’s. “He was 
so persevering. Even when he faced imprisonment and lost 
his boxing license, he stood fi rm. He believed in something 
greater than himself. It’s inspiring to think about how he used 
his platform to advocate for civil rights, especially at a time 
when it wasn’t popular.”

“Do you remember that meeting in Miami with Sam Cooke, 
Malcolm X, and Jim Brown?” Donna asked, her voice fi lled with 
excitement. “Th ose guys were legends! Th ey were discussing 
how to use their infl uence to uplift the Black community. It 
was like a delicate dance of ideas, all aiming for a common 
goal.”

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y
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“Yeah, and it’s amazing to consider the impact of that 
meeting,” Lise said. “Th ey were all so generous with their time 
and talents. Ali could’ve easily focused solely on his career, but 
he chose to be actively involved in the movement. Th at shows 
real character.”

“Not to mention how he remained so engaged even after 
his boxing career,” Kathy added. “His humanitarian eff orts 
were nothing short of extraordinary. He worked with children, 
went on missions to help those in need, and even advocated for 
peace internationally.”

“Nobody can forget the moment he lit the Olympic torch in 
Atlanta in 1996,” Derick said, his eyes gleaming with passion. 
“He was battling Parkinson’s then, but he still stood tall, 
symbolizing hope and perseverance. It was an infi nitesimal yet 
powerful moment.”

“I remember watching that,” Donna said. “It was like seeing 
a warrior, even with his struggles. He showed that you can 
be resilient, no matter the challenges you face. His spirit was 
unbroken.”

“Exactly,” Nate said, steering the conversation back to Ali’s 
enduring legacy. “Even as he fought against Parkinson’s, he 
remained a fi gure of inspiration. He didn’t let the disease 
defi ne him. Instead, he continued to advocate for research 
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and awareness, showing that he wouldn’t back down from any 
fi ght.”

“Some people might think he became lackadaisical after his 
boxing career, but he was anything but,” Kathy interjected. “He 
was always active, always fi nding ways to contribute. His work 
with children, his zealous speeches—he never lost his fi re.”

Lise leaned back, contemplating the depth of their 
conversation. “It’s incredible to think about how his journey 
impacted so many. Even now, athletes are following in his 
footsteps, using their platforms for activism.”

“Right,” Derick said. “Today’s athletes are more than just 
players; they’re role models. Th ey understand the importance 
of standing up for social issues, just like Ali did. It’s a legacy 
that continues to grow.”

“Do you think he’d be proud of how far we’ve come?” Lise 
asked, her eyes wide with curiosity.

“I think he would,” Nate replied, glancing at his children in 
the rearview mirror. “But he’d also be the fi rst to remind us that 

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y

Resilient: Able to recover quickly from diff iculties.

Zealous: Full of enthusiasm or passion.
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there’s still work to do. We can’t be complacent. His journey 
shows us that the fi ght for justice and equality is ongoing.”

“Sometimes I feel overwhelmed by how much needs to 
change,” Donna admitted, her voice softer now. “It’s easy to 
feel small in the face of such big problems.”

“Don’t underestimate your impact,” Kathy reassured her. 
“Just like Ali, even the smallest actions can lead to signifi cant 
change. Every conversation, every eff ort to educate ourselves 
and others contributes to a bigger cause.”

“Yeah! Just think about how one meeting in Miami sparked 
so many changes,” Lise said, her youthful enthusiasm infectious. 
“If we all fi nd our passions and work together, we can make a 
diff erence!”

“Absolutely!” Nate said, his voice full of conviction. 

“It’s about fi nding ways to be actively involved in our 
community, whether it’s volunteering, spreading awareness, or 
simply standing up for what we believe in. We’re all part of 
something bigger.”

As they settled back into the minivan, the atmosphere buzzed 
with the energy of their discussion about Muhammad Ali. Th e 
fading light cast a warm glow inside, creating an inviting space 
for dialogue.
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As the minivan rolled through the streets of Louisville, the 
conversation about Muhammad Ali morphed into a broader 
discussion about their own lives and the ways they could 
contribute to their community. Th eir spirits remained bright, 
inspired by the legacy of a man who had fought not only in the 
ring but also for humanity.

Th e family felt a renewed sense of purpose. Inspired by Ali’s 
legacy, they were ready to take on the world, determined to 
make their mark and contribute to a brighter future.

Next stop - the Kentucky Derby Museum, only fi fteen 
minutes away. “Did you know that Derby Day is celebrated 
more than the Fourth of July here?” Nate explained to the kids. 
“For just a few minutes, it’s like the whole city stops to watch 
the race.”

“Everyone dresses up in fancy hats and drinks mint juleps,” 
Kathy added, her eyes sparkling with excitement. “It’s a serene
aff air.”

“Can we go one year?” Lise asked, her voice fi lled with 
yearning.

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y

Serene: Calm, peaceful, and untroubled.

Yearn: To have a strong desire or longing for something.  
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“Absolutely,” Nate promised. “It may become a family 
tradition!”

“Can you believe that for just a few short minutes, the entire 
state comes together?” Kathy remarked, recounting her own 
experiences attending the Derby. “Th e mint juleps, the hats, the 
elegance of it all. It’s truly an experience you’ll never forget.”

“Mom, did you ever win?” Derick asked, his curiosity evident.

“Actually, I did! I picked the winner one year. It was 
exhilarating!” she replied, her eyes sparkling with the memory.

As they walked through the museum, they imagined the thrill 
of Derby Day, the horses racing towards victory, the crowd’s 
noisey cheers, and the smell of delicacies drifting through the 
air, a testament to the event’s signifi cance in their culture.

As the family wandered through the Kentucky Derby 
Museum, they found themselves in front of an impressive 
display dedicated to the most famous horse in the state 
and possible in the world, Secretariat. Th e exhibit displayed 
photographs, memorabilia, and a detailed timeline of his 
remarkable career. Kathy, excited to share her knowledge, 
gathered her children around the display.

“Alright, everyone, let’s talk about one of the greatest 
racehorses of all time—Secretariat,” Kathy began, her eyes 
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sparkling with enthusiasm. “You know, he’s often referred to as 
the ‘Horse of the Century.’”

“Really? What makes him so special?” Lise asked, her 
curiosity piqued.

Kathy smiled, appreciating her daughter’s eagerness. 

“Well, Secretariat won the Triple Crown in 1973, which 
includes the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness Stakes, and the 
Belmont Stakes. But it’s not just that he won; it’s how he won. 
In the Derby, he fi nished in a record time of 1:59.40, which is 
still the fastest time recorded in the race’s history.”

“Wow, that’s amazing!” Derick exclaimed. “But how did he 
do it?”

Kathy continued, “He had an incredible combination of 
speed, endurance, and heart. His trainer, Lucien Laurin, worked 
diligently with him, and they developed a bond that was vital 
to his success. Secretariat was known for his strong will and 
determination. He wasn’t just a horse; he was an athlete with a 
competitive spirit.”

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y

Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  

Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.
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“Speaking of heart,” Nate added. “It’s a fact the after his 
death during the autopsy it was discovered he had a heart 
that weighed 22 pounds compared to 8.5 pounds of other 
thoroughbreds.”

Donna chimed in, “I remember reading that he won the 
Belmont Stakes by 31 lengths! Th at’s insane!”

“Yes! Th at race was remarkable,” Kathy said, nodding 
enthusiastically. “He didn’t just win; he dominated. People 
were stunned by how easily he pulled ahead of the competition 
He was legendary — in a league of his own. His impeccable
performance that day is still talked about in horse racing 
circles.”

“Why do you think he became such a legend?” Lise asked, 
her eyes wide with fascination.

Kathy paused for a moment, considering. “I think part of it 
was his personality. Secretariat was known for being gentle and 
friendly. He had this charisma that drew people in. Fans loved 
him not just for his speed but for his charm. He made people 
feel connected to him.”

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.
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Derick added, “And he was a symbol of hope during a tough 
time in America, right? Th e early ‘70s had a lot of challenges.”

“Exactly,” Kathy replied, her voice fi lled with warmth. 
“His victories brought joy and excitement to many people. 
He became a beacon of hope and inspiration, which is why 
his legacy endures even today. He showed that greatness is 
possible, and people rallied around him.”

Donna looked thoughtful. “So, it’s not just about winning; 
it’s about how you inspire others too.”

“Precisely,” Kathy said, smiling at her daughter’s insight. 
“Secretariat’s story goes beyond the racetrack.

He became a cultural icon, and his legacy continues to inspire 
new generations of horse lovers and athletes alike.”

As they continued to explore the exhibit, Kathy pointed 
out various artifacts, including Secretariat’s racing silks and 
trophies. Th e conversation fl owed easily, with each family 
member adding their thoughts and asking questions.

“I love how Secretariat’s impact stretches beyond just racing,” 
Lise said. “It makes me think about how we can all make a 
diff erence in our own ways.”

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y
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“Absolutely,” Kathy replied, her heart swelling with pride 
for her children. “Whether it’s through sports or any other 
passion, we can all strive to inspire others and leave our mark 
on the world.”

As they moved on to the next exhibit, the family carried with 
them the lessons learned from Secretariat’s remarkable life, 
feeling inspired to embody the same spirit of determination 
and kindness in their own lives.

After exploring the museum, they ventured to the waterfront, 
where the Ohio River glistened under the afternoon sun. Th e 
scene was vivid, fi lled with families enjoying the weather and 
artists highlighting their talents. Th ey found a spot to sit and 
enjoy the view of a riverboat making its way downstream.

“Look at that boat!” Lise exclaimed. “Can we go on one of 
those someday?”

“Maybe when it’s warmer,” Nate replied, glancing at Kathy. 
“What do you think?”

“Defi nitely,” she agreed, smiling.

“Imagine sailing on the river,” Donna added dreamily. “It 
looks so peaceful.”
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As they sat together, a couple nearby struck up a conversation. 
Th ey were visiting from Philadelphia, and the discussion fl owed 
eff ortlessly. Th ey exchanged stories about their respective cities, 
with the couple sharing highlights like Love Park, the African 
American Museum and the famous Reading Terminal Market.

Th e man inquired if there are paddlewheel boats on the 
Ohio River. 

“Yes, there are paddlewheel boats that operate on the Ohio 
River in Louisville,” Nate replied. “One of the most notable is 
the Belle of Louisville, which is a historic steamboat and one 
of the oldest operating riverboats in the United States. It off ers 
sightseeing cruises, dinner cruises, and special events, allowing 
guests to experience the river and the city’s skyline from the 
water.”

He continued explaining. “Additionally, the Spirit of 
Jeff erson is another paddleboat that provides similar cruises 
on the Ohio River. Both boats off er a unique way to enjoy the 
scenic views and learn about the history of the river and the 
region. If you’re interested in taking a cruise, it’s a good idea to 
check their schedules and availability in advance.”

“Th anks for the information. And if you’re ever in Philly, you 
will love our 2,052 acres Fairmount Park. You can drive along 
the Schuylkill River and catch Canadian geese fl ying from the 

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y



MOORE WORDS FROM A-Z                                        VOLUME 1

100

ARC ONLY

East to the West River Drives. You may want to spend at least 
a couple of days to take in the sites, from the Art Museum with 
the Rocky steps and statue, to the Franklin Institute and the 
Academy of Natural Sciences.”

“Of course you must go to the famous Reading Terminal 
market,” the man continued. And while in that part of the city 
visit the African American Museum, the Liberty Bell and the 
birth place of our nation, Independence Hall.”

“One more thing,” the lady enthusiastically insisted. “You 
have to try a cheesesteak from Dalessandro’s. You will never 
forgive yourself if you don’t try one!”

Kathy remarked, “Well, you certainly have peaked our 
interest in visiting Th e City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly 
Aff ection.”

As the day was slowly coming to an end the family decided 
it was time to head to their fi nal destination—Watterson Park, 
home of the famous KFC. “I can’t believe we’re going to the 
original KFC!” Lise exclaimed, her eyes wide with delight.

Ubiquitous: Present or found everywhere.

Eccentric: Unconventional or slightly strange.
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“Did you know KFC has been based in Louisville since 
1997?” Kathy said as they approached the restaurant. “It’s a part 
of our local culture. And now they have become ubiquitous, 
they are worldwide.”

As they waited in line, they picked up a brochure with 
information about the relocation plans for KFC. Donna 
couldn’t help but voice her concern. “But why are they moving 
their headquarters to Plano, Texas and California? Doesn’t 
Colonel Sanders love us anymore?” she asked, her brow 
furrowed in bewilderment.

“He’s still with us in spirit,” Nate replied, trying to lighten 
the mood. “And think about all the new places we can explore! 
Who knows, we might fi nd a new favorite!”

After ordering a bucket of chicken, the family settled into a 
cozy booth, the aroma of fried chicken fi lling the air. Th ey dug 
in, savoring the crispy skin and tender meat. “Th is is the best!” 
Lise exclaimed with a mouthful.

“Better than Mom’s cooking?” Derick teased, earning a 
playful glare from Kathy.

“Hey! My cooking is eccentric in the best way!” she shot 
back, laughter dancing in her voice.

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y
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As they shared stories about their day, the atmosphere was 
fi lled with laughter and warmth. Nate began reminiscing about 
watching Ali’s fi ghts on TV. “Remember that Ali-Frazier 
fi ght? It was like watching history unfold right in front of us.”

“I was too young to appreciate it,” Donna said, her tone 
facetious. “But I remember Mom going on and on about 
Derby Day.”

“Th ose stories are important!” Kathy retorted, a smile on her 
face. “Th ey teach you about tradition and community.”

After fi nishing their meal, the family made their way back to 
the car, their hearts full and spirits high.

Th e drive home was fi lled with chatter, the siblings 
reminiscing about their favorite parts of the day. Th e evening 
continued to unfold beautifully, as they began their journey 
home. Th e breathtaking rolling hills of Kentucky stretched in 
the distance, and the landscape felt almost transcendental.

Th ey talked about the riverboat ride they’d take in the future 
and the exciting things they would do when they returned to 
Louisville. Th e conversation fl owed eff ortlessly, a garrulous
exchange that fi lled the car with laughter.

“I loved the riverfront!” Lise exclaimed. “And meeting that 
couple from Philadelphia was fun!”
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“Yeah, they gave us so many ideas for things to do if we ever 
visit,” Derick added. “Like the Liberty Bell and the Reading 
Terminal Market.”

“And the Rocky steps!” Lise chimed in; her enthusiasm 
infectious.

As they reminisced about their day, they also shared laughter 
and stories. Kathy talked about the excitement of Derby Day, 
the hats she wore, and the thrill of picking a winner. Th ey spoke 
of their Kentucky heritage, the resilience of their community, 
and the beauty of their surroundings.

“Can’t wait for our next outing!” Lise exclaimed; her voice 
fi lled with anticipation.

“Me too!” Donna agreed, her eyes gleaming with excitement. 
“Maybe we can go to the Louisville Zoo next time.”

“Or even visit some distilleries!” Derick suggested, his 
passion for horses and bourbon shared in the family spirit.

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y

Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.

Garrulous: Excessively talkative, especially about trivial 
matters. 
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Upon arriving home, Nate decided to celebrate with one 
of his famous old fashions. He pulled out his best bourbon, 
savoring the rich aroma as he prepared the drink.

“Can I have a sip?” Lise asked, her curiosity piqued.

“Not yet, kiddo,” Nate chuckled. “You’ll have to wait a few 
more years.”

As the kids headed upstairs to bed, the laughter of Kathy 
and Nate fi lled the air. Th ey relaxed in the living room, sharing 
memories of the day, their voices warm and resilient against 
the backdrop of the fading sunlight.

“I can’t believe how much fun we had,” Kathy said, leaning 
back in her chair, a magnanimous smile on her face. “Days like 
this remind me of what really matters.”

Th e sound of laughter echoed as Kathy and Nate reminisced 
about their day, sharing stories and planning future adventures. 

Resilient: Able to recover quickly from diff iculties.

Magnanimous: Generous or forgiving, especially toward a 
rival or less powerful person.

Tangible: Capable of being touched or felt; real and 
concrete.
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Th e warmth of their love and laughter enveloped the home, a 
safe haven for their family.

As the stars began to twinkle in the sky, the Th ornhill family 
felt a sense of tangible joy, knowing that no matter where life 
took them, their adventures together would always be a source 
of warmth and laughter.

And as they looked forward to future outings, they embraced 
the belief that, like the beloved Colonel Sanders, their family 
would always be a part of Kentucky’s heart.

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y
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Th e story conveys several 
important lessons:

The Value of Family Time: Quality time spent 
with family strengthens bonds and creates 
lasting memories. Th e family’s outing illustrates 
the joy and connection that comes from shared 
experiences.

Embracing Change: Th e discussion about 
KFC moving its headquarters highlights the 
inevitability of change. Instead of resisting it, the 
family learns to adapt and fi nd new opportunities 
for exploration and enjoyment.

Kindness and Community: Interacting with the 
couple from Philadelphia reinforces the idea that 
kindness is universal and can lead to meaningful 
connections. Engaging with others opens up new 
perspectives and fosters a sense of community.

Th e story conveys several 
important lessons:
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Tradition and Heritage: Th e family’s visits to local 
landmarks, like the Muhammad Ali Center and 
the Kentucky Derby Museum, emphasize the 
importance of understanding and appreciating 
one’s cultural heritage and traditions.

Optimism and Adventure: Th e story encourages an 
adventurous spirit, reminding readers that there’s 
always something new to discover, whether it’s in 
familiar places or new cities.

Learning from History: Th e refl ections on 
Muhammad Ali and Derby Day illustrate how 
history and past achievements can inspire and 
teach valuable lessons about perseverance and 
excellence.

Finding Joy in Simplicity: Th e family’s enjoyment 
of simple pleasures, like a bucket of fried chicken 
and a scenic drive, highlights that happiness often 
lies in life’s small moments.

Th ese lessons collectively emphasize the importance  
of family, kindness, adaptability, and the joy found 

in both tradition and new experiences.

THE HEART OF KENTUCK Y
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Th e day started early on that summer morning.. Th e forecast 
was favorable and inviting for a trip to the beach (here on the 
east coast we say, ‘the shore.”)

Th e early morning sun spilled through the curtains of 
Roland’s home casting a luminous glow across the walls 
adorned with his vibrant artwork.  He watched in anticipation 
of Robin’s arrival. Th e beach chair, change of clothes and their 
favorite beverage were packed and sitting by the front door.

At seventy, Roland was an eccentric fi gure—a prolifi c writer 
whose intelligence and creativity shone through his stories. 
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ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

To the Beach 
and Back

Luminous: Emitting or reflecting light; glowing. 

Eccentric: Unconventional or slightly strange.
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Th ough he moved with the aid of a stylish cane due to a 
troublesome arch, his spirit remained young at heart. His love 
for cooking was matched only by his aff ection for the shore, 
where he often found inspiration for his tales.

Today was special; his dear friend Robin was driving her car 
to Atlantic City. Roland volunteered to drive but being the kind 
and compassionate person that she had wanted him to relax 
and enjoy the trip. With her striking beauty—ice-blue eyes 
that sparkled with kindness—and a heart as benevolent as the 
ocean breeze, Robin had been a steadfast companion through 
the years. Yet, like Roland, she carried her own burdens, often 
too diligent in her eff orts to help others, leaving little time for 
her own needs. Th is day was meant to be a retreat, a chance to 
escape the weight of their lives.

As he waited, Roland paced his living room, occasionally 
glancing at the clock. Th e anticipation was abundant, fi lling 
the air with a sense of joy. He thought about their plans, or 
rather, the lack of them. Th e beauty of their friendship lay in its 

Diligent: Showing care and eff ort in work or duties.

Abundant: Existing in large quantities; plentiful.
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spontaneity—no rigid agenda, just the promise of a day fi lled 
with possibilities.

When Robin’s car fi nally pulled into the driveway, Roland 
felt a jubilant rush. He opened the door just as she stepped out, 
her smile lighting up the morning.

“Roland!” she exclaimed, her voice warm and inviting. “Ready 
to hit the road?”

“Absolutely,” he replied, his tone a mix of enthusiasm and 
warmth. “I’ve been looking forward to this all week.”

Th ey shared a brief embrace, the kind that spoke volumes—
an understanding that transcended words. Robin stepped back, 
her gaze sweeping over him. “You look great! I see that cane is 
still stylish.”

“Ah, well, a man must keep up appearances,” he replied with 
a facetious grin. “Let’s get going before I change my mind and 
decide to cook instead.”

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

Jubilant: Feeling or expressing great joy and triumph.

Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.
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Robin laughed, a sound as refreshing as the ocean air. “I 
won’t let you back out of this. We need some fun!”

As they drove south toward Atlantic City, the conversation 
fl owed eff ortlessly. Th ey spoke of everything: Robin’s 
grandchildren, who were growing up too fast, and Roland’s 
pensive thoughts on aging and creativity.

“Sometimes I feel like I’m just wandering through life, 
collecting stories like shells on the shore,” Roland said, glancing 
out at the passing landscape, a kaleidoscope of colors.

“Every shell has its value, Roland,” Robin replied. “Some are 
just more tangible than others.”

As Roland and Robin settled into the car, the early morning 
sun began to rise higher, casting a warm glow over the road 
ahead. Th e Schuylkill Expressway stretched out smoothly, and 
with hardly any traffi  c, the drive felt like a gentle glide toward 
adventure. Roland adjusted his seat and turned on some soft 
jazz, creating a soothing backdrop for their conversation.

Pensive: Deep in thought, often in a serious or melancholy 
way.

Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  

Kaleidoscope: A tube with mirrors and colored glass that 
creates changing patterns. 



113

ARC ONLY

“Isn’t it amazing how quiet it is this early?” Robin remarked, 
glancing out the window at the serene landscape. “It feels like 
the world is just waking up.”

“Absolutely,” Roland replied with a smile. “A peaceful start 
to a day fi lled with possibilities.” He shifted slightly to ease the 
pressure on his arch, his cane resting beside him. “Plus, it gives 
me time to think about my next story. Maybe something about 
a kitten who becomes king.”

Robin laughed, her eyes sparkling with delight. “Malcolm to 
the rescue! What kind of story would he tell this time?”

“Oh, you know him,” Roland said, shaking his head with 
feigned seriousness. “He’d probably take over his house with 
his charm, taking his throne amongst his noble subjects. Th ey’d 
never stand a chance against his cuteness.”

“He rules his kingdom well,” Robin chuckled. “And then 
he’d settle back on the couch like the king that he is, expecting 
you to serve him dinner.”

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

Tangible: Capable of being touched or felt; real and concrete.

Serene: Calm, peaceful, and untroubled.
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“Exactly!” Roland laughed. “He’s got a knack for getting 
what he wants, that’s for sure. But I think he’s secretly a softie. 
Sometimes I catch him just staring out the window, lost in 
thought.”

“Cats really do have that contemplative side,” Robin mused. 
“I wonder what goes through their minds. Do they yearn for 
adventure, or are they just judging us?”

“Probably judging,” Roland said with a grin. “But that’s what 
makes them so lovable. Th ey’re like fuzzy little critics of our 
lives.”

As they crossed the Walt Whitman Bridge, the view opened 
up to the meager skyline of Camden while in the rear view was 
the spectacular high rises of Philadelphia. 

“I hope the AC Expressway is clear. It should be this time 
of day,” remarked Roland. And clear it was. Robin wasn’t shy 
when it came to highway driving. She was moving at a good 
clip zipping by the slow drivers in the right lane. 

“Th e way you are driving, we’ll be in Atlantic City in no time. 
Th is is really going to be a wonderful day.” Roland exclaimed.

Yearn: To have a strong desire or longing for something.  
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“Absolutely! Speaking of wonderful days, I can’t believe how 
quickly my grandkids’ birthdays are approaching,” Robin said, 
her excitement palpable. “Th ey’re all growing up so fast. It feels 
like just yesterday they were learning to walk!”

“Do they have any big plans?” Roland asked, genuinely 
interested.

“Oh, you know how kids are—each one wants their birthday 
to be the best ever. Th ey’ve been talking about themes. Th e 
oldest wants a sports-themed party, of course, because he’s 
obsessed with soccer right now. Th e youngest is all about 
dinosaurs,” she said, her voice fi lled with warmth. “And my 
daughter is trying to keep it all balanced. It’s a full-time job!”

“Sports and dinosaurs—what a combo!” Roland chuckled. “I 
can just imagine the chaos at that party. How do you keep up 
with it all?”

“Honestly? I don’t! I just try to be there for them as much 
as I can. I love seeing their enthusiasm, even if it can be a 
bit overwhelming,” Robin admitted, her tone refl ective. “But 
I wouldn’t trade it for anything. Th ey bring so much joy into 
my life.”

“Do you think they’ll ever get tired of their sports and 
dinosaurs?” he asked, raising an eyebrow playfully.

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE
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“Not a chance! Th ey’re as resilient as they are passionate,” 
Robin replied, a smile tugging at her lips. “And they love their 
dogs too. I swear, every time they see a puppy, it’s like a scene 
from a movie—squeals, running, and hugs all around!”

“Dogs have that magical eff ect,” Roland said, reminiscing 
about his own dog from years past. “Th ey can turn any bad day 
into something special. It’s like they have a sixth sense.”

“Exactly,” Robin said, her eyes glinting with understanding. 
“Th at’s why I think pets are so important for kids. Th ey teach 
them compassion and responsibility. And let’s be honest, 
they’re just plain fun!”

As they approached the AC skyline, Robin’s heart raced with 
anticipation. “I can’t wait to get out on the boardwalk and feel 
that ocean breeze,” she said, almost dreamily.

“Not to mention the food!” Roland added with a laugh. “I’m 
already thinking about those pancakes again.”

Robin grinned. “You really are a food lover at heart, aren’t 
you?”

“Guilty as charged,” he replied. “But there’s something about 
enjoying good food with good company that makes it all the 
better.”
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Th ey passed through the last toll, the tangible excitement 
of the day palpable in the air. Th e skyline grew closer, the 
towering buildings seeming to beckon them forward. Roland 
felt a renewed sense of adventure bubbling within him.

Th e city loomed closer, the scent of the ocean mingling with 
the air as they exited the expressway. Roland could feel the 
excitement building between them, a shared sense of joy and 
adventure that made even the simplest moments feel special.

As skyline of Atlantic City came clearly into view, they 
admired its towering hotels and casinos glinting in the morning 
light. It was a sight that never failed to inspire Roland, and 
he pointed it out to Robin. “Look at that! Th at’s the Borgata 
casino. It’s going to be a wonderful day, no doubt.”

Finally, they arrived at their destination, downtown Atlantic 
City. Th ey headed directly to the northside where Kelsey’s 
breakfast restaurant was waiting. Since they arrived ahead 
of schedule, before it opened, they decided to drive near the 
boardwalk.

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

Resilient: Able to recover quickly from diff iculties.

Tangible: Capable of being touched or felt; real and concrete.
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“Here we are!” he exclaimed as they approached the entrance 
to the boardwalk. “Ready to make some memories?”

“Always!” Robin replied, her smile wide and infectious. “Let’s 
go enjoy this day to the fullest!”

With that, they parked the car and stepped out, the sound of 
the waves crashing against the shore welcoming them warmly. 
Th e day stretched out before them, fi lled with laughter, stories, 
and the promise of new adventures waiting to unfold.

As they approached the boardwalk, the ocean came into 
view, its waves crashing joyfully against the shore. 

“Look at that view,” Robin said, pointing towards the 
horizon. “It’s as if the ocean is inviting us to forget everything 
else.”

Roland chuckled. “I think I’ll take an invitation like that any 
day.”

Th ey strolled along the boardwalk, the sound of the ocean 
mingling with laughter and music from nearby vendors. Th e 
atmosphere was electric, fi lled with the resilient spirit of 
summer.

“Let’s stop at that vantage point,” Robin suggested, pointing 
to a walk-up ramp that led to a small overlook. As they climbed, 
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the view opened up before them—a magnifi cent expanse of 
blue, with the sun sparkling like diamonds on the water.

“Isn’t it beautiful?” Roland said, his voice tinged with awe.

“Absolutely,” Robin replied, her expression serene as she 
took in the scene. “It makes me yearn for simpler times.”

“Sometimes, I wish I could bottle this feeling,” Roland said. 
“Just carry it with me wherever I go.”

“Maybe you can,” Robin responded thoughtfully. “Th rough 
your writing, you capture moments like this.”

Th ey spent a few moments in silence, simply enjoying the 
view and the comfortable companionship that enveloped them. 
As they descended the ramp, Roland felt a wave of gratitude 
wash over him—this friendship was a rare gift, a harmony of 
souls in a chaotic world.

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

Resilient: Able to recover quickly from diff iculties.

Serene: Calm, peaceful, and untroubled.

Yearn: To have a strong desire or longing for something.  

Harmony: A pleasing combination of diff erent things, often 
sounds or ideas. 
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With great anticipation, they headed towards Kelsey’s. 
Roland elected to drive since he was familiar with the area. He 
managed to park right in front of Kelsey’s, the quaint breakfast 
spot known for its hearty meals and garrulous staff . As they 
walked toward the restaurant, they admired the small fi shing 
boats bobbing in the bay, the salty air fi lling their lungs.

Inside Kelsey’s, they were greeted by a friendly waitress. 
“Welcome to Kelsey’s! What can I get you two today?”

“I’ll have the eggs, scrambled, hash browns, grits and a side 
of two pancakes!” Robin said with a smile.

“And I’ll have an order of your famous fi sh and cheese grits, 
please,” Roland said, his eyes twinkling. “And I’ll take a cup of 
that strong coff ee you have.”

“Make it three pancakes; and add cheese to my grits, too!” 
Robin interjected, her eyes sparkling with mischief. “I’m 
feeling jubilant today!”

Quaint: Attractively unusual or old-fashioned. 

Garrulous: Excessively talkative, especially about trivial 
matters. 

Jubilant: Feeling or expressing great joy and triumph.
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As they waited for their food, the pair continued their 
conversation, touching on the latest family news and the 
little joys of life. Roland’s cat, Malcolm, became a topic of 
discussion—his endearing quirks and the comfort he off ered 
during Roland’s quieter moments.

“Sometimes, I think Malcolm understands me better than 
most people,” Roland mused, his tone becoming more serious. 
“He’s always there, just listening.”

“Animals have a way of knowing, don’t they?” Robin replied, 
her voice softening. “Th ey don’t judge, just love.”

Th eir food arrived, and the pancakes looked impeccable—
fl uff y and golden, drizzled with syrup. Th e grits with its 
accompanying entrees looked and smelled scrumptious. Th ey 
dug in, exchanging bites and playful banter about whose 
choices were the best.

“Not too bad for a notorious breakfast spot,” Roland said, 
while Robin laughed, nearly choking on her food.

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

Impeccable: Flawless; without mistakes.

Notorious: Famous for something bad.
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“Careful! You might make me laugh too hard,” she teased, 
wiping syrup from her chin. “Th en I’ll have to make a facetious
remark about your age!”

“Touché,” he replied, raising his coff ee cup in mock salute. 
“But I still have many tales to tell, my dear.”

Th ey next decided to investigate the boardwalk which faced 
the inlet, just a stone’s throw from Kelsey’s. Th ey spent a couple 
of hours watching the fi shing boats and the fi shermen casting 
off  the boardwalk. 

“Do you know why 

Next, they headed to the Borgata, not to gamble, but to 
explore its opulent interiors. Th e casino buzzed with energy, 
and they wandered through the elegant halls, admiring the art 
and decorations.

“Everything here feels so vivid and alive,” Robin said, her 
eyes wide with wonder.

Facetious: Treating serious issues with deliberate, 
inappropriate humor.

Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  

Vivid: Producing strong, clear images in the mind.
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“Do you ever fi nd it overwhelming?” Roland asked, his tone 
serious. “Th e noise, the lights…”

“Sometimes,” she admitted. “But I think it’s also a reminder 
of how ubiquitous life can be. We all seek joy in diff erent ways.”

“Wise words, my friend,” Roland replied. “But I still prefer 
the quiet of the shore.”

A light lunch at one of the Borgata’s eateries followed, 
where they shared a platter of fresh seafood and salads. Th e 
server, a young woman with an infectious smile, joined in their 
conversation, adding her own anecdotes about life in Atlantic 
City.

“You two are so much fun to talk to!” she exclaimed. “I love 
hearing about your adventures.”

“Th ank you! We’re just getting started,” Roland said, his eyes 
twinkling. “You should join us next time.”

Th e waitress laughed, a garrulous sound that made them 
both smile. “I’d love to! Just let me know when you’re back.”

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE

Ubiquitous: Present or found everywhere.

Garrulous: Excessively talkative, especially about trivial 
matters. 
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After lunch, they took a short drive to Brigantine Beach, 
where they set up their beach chairs, sinking into the warm 
sand. A cover band played nearby, the melodies blending with 
the sounds of the waves.

“Perfect, isn’t it?” Robin said, adjusting her sunglasses.

“Truly,” Roland agreed, closing his eyes for a moment. “Th is 
is abundant happiness.”

As the sun began its slow descent, casting a golden hue across 
the water, they wandered along the shoreline, letting the surf 
tickle their feet. Th ey collected shells, laughing like children as 
the waves chased them back to the dry sand.

“I found a good one!” Robin exclaimed, holding up a 
beautifully spiraled shell. “What do you think?”

“A fi ne specimen indeed,” Roland said, examining it closely. 
“But I think I’ve found a few treasures of my own.”

Th ey continued their walk, sharing stories of their families, 
Roland’s eyes lighting up as he spoke of his one hundred 

Abundant: Existing in large quantities; plentiful.

Wander: To move around without a fixed course or 
destination.  
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and four year old Aunt Jo, and Robin sharing tales of her 
grandchildren’s antics.

“Sometimes I feel like I’m just a storyteller,” Roland said, his 
tone becoming more candid. “But it’s the memories that keep 
me grounded.”

“And you’re an amazing one at that,” Robin replied. “Your 
stories bring so much joy to others.”

As the sun began to lower, they returned to their chairs, 
savoring the moment. Th e air was fi lled with the scent of salt 
and summer, a reminder of the beauty life had to off er.

“Th ank you for today, Roland,” Robin said softly. “I really 
needed this.”

“Me too,” he replied, his voice sincere. “You have a knack for 
fi nding joy in the simplest things.”

Th ey packed up their chairs while the day’s memories 
were etched in their minds like the shells they had collected. 
Roland off ered to drive Robin’s car back, the drive fi lled with 
comfortable silence and the occasional shared laugh.

“You know,” Robin said as they neared his house, “I think we 
should make this a regular thing.”

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE
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“I’d love that,” Roland replied, glancing at her. “Just promise 
me you won’t let work take over again.”

“I promise,” she said, her voice fi rm. “Life is too short not to 
enjoy it.”

As they arrived, Roland turned off  the engine, feeling a sense 
of fulfi llment. “Until next time, my friend. May we always fi nd 
joy in the unexpected.”

“Absolutely,” Robin agreed, her smile radiant. “And may we 
always look for the beauty in the world around us.”

With a fi nal hug, they parted ways, their hearts lighter, 
their spirits renewed. Roland walked into his home, his mind 
buzzing with ideas for his next story, inspired by a day that had 
been a perfect blend of friendship, laughter, and the serene
beauty of the shore.

Serene: Calm, peaceful, and untroubled.
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On their shore adventure, Roland and Robin 
learned several valuable lessons 
that deepened their friendship 

and enriched their lives:

The Value of Friendship: Th eir time together 
reinforced the importance of companionship. 
Sharing laughter and stories reminded them that 
good friends provide support and joy, especially 
during diffi  cult times.

Living in the Moment: Th e spontaneous nature of 
their outing taught them to embrace the present. 
By leaving their worries behind and immersing 
themselves in the beauty around them, they 
rediscovered the joy of simply being together.

Cherishing Family: Conversations about Robin’s 
grandchildren highlighted the signifi cance of 
family bonds. Th ey learned to appreciate the 
little moments—birthdays, laughter, and shared 
experiences—that create lasting memories.

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE
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Resilience in Everyday Life: Both faced their own 
challenges—Roland with his health and Robin 
with her emotional burdens. Th eir ability to 
enjoy the day despite these struggles underscored 
the human spirit's resilience and the power of 
positivity.

Finding Joy in Simplicity: Whether collecting 
seashells or enjoying a meal, they discovered 
that happiness often lies in simple pleasures. Th e 
beauty of a sunset or the sound of the waves can 
bring profound joy.

Compassion for Others: As they discussed their 
pets and family, they refl ected on the importance 
of empathy and kindness, both toward loved ones 
and strangers. Th is reinforced their commitment 
to helping those around them.

Balance Between Work and Play: Th eir adventure 
served as a reminder to prioritize self-care amidst 
busy lives. Taking time to recharge and enjoy life 
is essential for overall well-being.
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The Power of Nature: Th e calm beauty of the 
shore reminded them of nature's calming eff ects. 
Being by the ocean helped them reconnect with 
themselves and each other, fostering a sense of 
peace.

Creating New Memories: Th ey learned the 
importance of making time for new experiences. 
Each outing together was an opportunity to 
create new stories, reinforcing the idea that life is 
about the journey, not just the destination.

Acceptance of Change: Both were at diff erent 
stages in their lives, dealing with change and 
uncertainty. Th eir adventure taught them to 
embrace these transitions, fi nding joy in the new 
paths ahead.

Th rough these lessons, Roland and Robin not only enjoyed a 
beautiful day but also emerged with a deeper understanding of 
life, friendship, and the importance of cherishing each moment.

ADVENTURE DOWN THE SHORE
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Conclusion

As we come to the end of Moore Words, I hope you’ve 
enjoyed these stories and discovered just how transformative 

a rich vocabulary can be. Words are more than just letters on 
a page—they’re the building blocks of connection, creativity, 
and understanding. Th rough these tales, you’ve seen how the 
right words can paint vivid pictures, evoke powerful emotions, 
and open doors to new ideas.

Remember, expanding your vocabulary isn’t about 
memorizing endless lists or sounding overly fancy. It’s about 
enriching your ability to express yourself authentically and 
thoughtfully. Every new word you learn is a new tool in your 
communication toolkit—helping you share your stories, 
understand others more deeply, and navigate the world with 
confi dence.

In our fast-changing digital age, where shortcuts and 
abbreviations often dominate, holding on to the beauty and 
nuance of language is more important than ever. By continuing 
to explore, read, and practice, you’re not just improving 
your vocabulary—you’re strengthening your voice and your 
connection to the world around you.

So, keep reading, exploring, and never underestimate the 
power of words. Th ey are your keys to a richer, more vibrant 
life.  Happy storytelling!

Regards,

—R. Lee, Sr.
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Social media abbreviations are shortened forms 
of words or phrases commonly used in digital 
communication to save time, space, and eff ort—
especially on platforms with character limits 
like X (formerly Twitter), TikTok, or Instagram. 
Th ey allow users to communicate quickly and 
casually, often refl ecting internet culture, humor, 
or trending topics.

Why they matter:

E� iciency: Speeds up conversations and posts.

Character limits: Helps users stay within word or 
character limits.

Community connection: Shows familiarity with 
digital culture and keeps you “in the loop.”

Tone & expression: Adds humor, sarcasm, 
emotion, or informality (e.g., “LOL,” “SMH,” or 
“FOMO”).

In short, social media abbreviations are a modern 
shorthand that helps people communicate faster 
and feel more connected in the fast-paced world 
of online interaction.
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A–F
AMA – Ask Me Anything

AI – Artificial intelligence

ASAP – As Soon As Possible

ATM – At The Moment

BAE – Before Anyone Else (often used to 
refer to a significant other)

BFF – Best Friends Forever

BRB – Be Right Back

BTW – By The Way

DM – Direct Message

DYK – Did You Know

EOD – End of day

EOW – End of week

FB – Facebook

FF – Follow Friday (used to recommend 
people to follow, mainly on Twitter)

FOMO – Fear Of Missing Out

FTW – For The Win

FYP – For You Page (common on TikTok
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G–L
GG – Good Game (common in gaming 
communities)

GM – Good Morning

GN – Good Night

GRWM – Get Ready With Me (common in 
beauty/lifestyle videos)

GTG – Got To Go

HBD – Happy Birthday

HMU – Hit Me Up (contact me)

ICYMI – In Case You Missed It

IDC – I Don’t Care

IDK – I Don’t Know

IG – Instagram

IMO/IMHO – In My Opinion / In My Humble 
Opinion

IRL – In Real Life

JSYK – Just So You Know

JK – Just Kidding

LMAO – Laughing My A** Off 

LMK – Let Me Know

LOL – Laugh Out Loud
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M–R
MFW – My Face When

NBD – No Big Deal

NSFW – Not Safe For Work

NVM – Never Mind

OMG – Oh My God / Gosh / Goodness

OOTD – Outfit Of The Day

OP – Original Poster (the person who 
started a thread/post)

PM – Private Message

POV – Point of View

PPL – People

QOTD – Quote Of The Day

RN – Right Now

ROFL – Rolling On the Floor Laughing

RT – Retweet
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S–Z
SMH – Shaking My Head (disapproval or 
disbelief)

SN – Snapchat

SO – Significant Other / Shout Out

SRSLY – Seriously

TBH – To Be Honest

TBT – Throwback Thursday

TFW – That Feeling When

TGIF – Thank God It’s Friday

TMI – Too Much Information

TTYL – Talk To You Later

TYT – Take Your Time

UOK – You Okay?

WBU – What About You?

WCW – Woman Crush Wednesday

WTF – What The [expletive]

YOLO – You Only Live Once

YW – You’re Welcome
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Discover the Fascination of Words 
with Moore Words A-Z

Dive into a captivating series that transforms your reading experience into an 
enriching vocabulary adventure! Moore Words A-Z is not just a collection of 
stories; it’s a journey through the vibrant lives of positive urban youth, family 
outings to historic sites, and the simple joys of food shopping that blossom into 
invaluable cultural lessons and more.
As you immerse yourself in these enchanting narratives, you’ll encounter a care-
fully curated selection of words from A to Z, each highlighted in bold for easy 
reference.
At the beginning of each book, you’ll fi nd a comprehensive list of words used 
in each volume and their defi nitions, making it simple to enhance your vocabu-
lary eff ortlessly. With every page turned, you’ll fi nd yourself learning in a fun and 
engaging way—no fl ashcards necessary!
Join us in this innovative exploration of language and storytelling. Moore Words 
A-Z is the perfect blend of entertainment and education, designed to intrigue your 
mind while expanding your lexicon.
Don’t miss out on this unique reading experience—dive into Moore Words A-Z 
today and let us know your thoughts! Your feedback will help shape the next 
chapter of this extraordinary series!

R. Lee Moore Sr. - Author

R. Lee Moore Sr. is an insightful author renowned for his 
engaging novels and short stories that carry a meaningful 
message. With a passion for encouraging readers to deepen 
their self-awareness, connect with others, and embark 

on a spiritual journey, Moore’s writing transcends mere entertainment. 
Known as a raconteur, he weaves delightful narratives infused with rich 
historical context and factual insights, making his stories both captivating and 
educational.

In his latest series, Moore emphasizes the importance of vocabulary in our 
rapidly changing world dominated by social media. Th rough his compelling 
prose, he invites readers to refl ect on their language and its power to shape 
understanding and connection in an increasingly digital age. With each 
story, R. Lee Moore, Sr. inspires growth and engagement, education and 
enlightenment leaving a lasting impact on his audience.


